Farm Bureau News

August 2022

SAVE
THE
DATE!
The “Friends of WV Agriculture”
Golf Tournament

Thursday, September 15, 2022
Bel Meadow Golf Course
Clarksburg, WV • 1:00 pm
By participating in the “Friends of WV Agriculture” Golf Tournament, you will be lending your support
to the West Virginia Farm Bureau Foundation’s efforts to increase the general public’s agricultural literacy.
The WVFB Foundation, along with the WVU Extension Service and the WVU Davis College of Agriculture,
Forestry and Consumer Sciences, hold the Summer Agriculture Institute. This is a two day conference
that promotes agriculture to the state’s teachers.
The WVFB Foundation’s Mobile Agriculture Education Science Lab is currently traveling the state
teaching elementary students about agriculture. We hope that through the support of people like you, we
can continue to increase agriculture literacy!

Schedule for the Day
1:00 pm
Shotgun Start
Close of Tournament
BBQ & Awards Presentation
For more information, please call (304)472-2080 Ext. 301.

Articles for NewsBytes must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. Timesensitive announcements must be submitted no less than 8 weeks prior to the date of the event. Electronic
submissions, including photos, are preferred.
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Who is Senator Manchin
Working For?
Charles Wilfong, President, West Virginia Farm Bureau
WV Senator Joe Manchin has caved into the
liberal Democratic pressure to support a light
version of President Biden’s “Build Back Better”
Plan. Amazingly, they have renamed the plan
the “Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) of 2022. One
big problem is that this back-room deal made by
Senator Manchin and Senator Chuck Shumer will
do anything but reduce inflation; in fact it will
likely increase inflation. The IRA has a price tag
of a whopping 740 billion dollars. Some of the
individual spending items include 60 billion for
environmental justice, which appears to be just
more welfare give away programs.
It looks like this program will buy new energy
efficient appliances for those who choose not to
work and we will be left to pay the bill; 60 billion
for clean energy manufacturing; 27 billion for a
federal “Green Bank” to fund projects to monitor
and reduce methane/greenhouse gases. It’s not
clear what they will do about greenhouse gases
from livestock, but it probably won’t be good. After
2025, greenhouse gas emissions would be taxed
at $1,500 per metric ton; big incentives for electric
cars with $7,500 subsidies on new cars and $4,000
on used cars. When you consider that only 390
electric cars were sold in WV in 2021, and there
were tens of thousands sold in California, this will
amount to WV subsidizing electric car sales for
Californians; and 30 billion dollars in grants and
loans for electricity producers to move away from
coal, oil and gas. This bill also more than doubles
the tax on coal. These measures will greatly
increase electricity rates. I can’t see how Senator
Manchin thinks this is going to be good for WV.
It’s odd that only a week earlier, Senator Manchin
said that he would not agree to many of the provisions that are in this proposal, and saying it would
be really bad for inflation! Other than a few proposed concessions that Senator Manchin got that
pertain to Clean Water Act approval and limiting
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of judicial reviews
of certain pipeline
projects and possible
expanded off-shore
drilling, he has little
to show for his support. Even these few
crumbs that he gained will not happen unless they
are passed in a bill later this year, which would require 60 votes in the Senate. Even if these provisions
did pass, the benefits to the extreme environmentalists would far outweigh the concessions!
Senator Manchin needs to know that we need
him looking out for the best interests of WV, and
that his support of this legislation is not in our
best interest.

California Bureau size 4.5 x 5
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Around the Dome
Dwayne O’Dell, WVFB Director of Government Relations
I hope each of you are enjoying the hot summer
weather. As I write this in early July, we are
experiencing thunderstorms almost daily.
In June, West Virginia legislators gathered
in Charleston for legislative interim committee
meetings. The Agriculture & Rural Development
Committee received a report from WVDA on the
barriers to new meat processing facilities. The
Forest Management Review Commission heard
presentations from the State Tax Department,
the Division of Forestry, and the Forestry
Association on taxation of managed timberland.
Representatives from DEP and DHHR reported
to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on
Water Resources on emerging contaminants
for water quality. Legislators also heard from
the Department of Revenue that tax collections
will exceed the estimate by $1.3 billion.
Approximately 40 percent of that revenue still
requires legislative spending approval.
Governor Justice has proposed reducing
personal income tax (PIT) by 10 percent. He has
long desired to eliminate PIT, as he feels it would
cause people to want to move to West Virginia.
States like Texas, Florida, and Tennessee do not
have PIT and have had positive business growth.
Some legislative leaders have expressed the desire
to reduce property taxes. The Governor is likely to
call a special legislative session in late July. By the
time you read this, a decision on the issue should
have been made.
This fall, voters will have the opportunity to
decide about the direction West Virginia will
take on property taxes. Currently, about $515
million is collected from businesses on inventory
of equipment and machinery. Most of these
taxes go to the counties to balance their budgets.
This amendment would allow the Legislature to
reduce or eliminate the business inventory tax.

County leaders have
expressed concern,
and in some cases
requested the
Legislature to set up
dedicated funding
to replace the
business inventory tax should the amendment
pass. Those who support the elimination of the
tax say that it puts West Virginia at a disadvantage
to attract new businesses, as our neighboring
states (like Ohio and Pennsylvania) do not collect
this tax.
The primary election is in the books. Only
about 24 percent of registered voters participated
in the election. Don’t forget the November
general election is just about 3 ½ months away.
All 100 House of Delegate and 17 Senate seats
are up for decision by voters. You may review the
entire 2022 primary election results at GoVoteWV.
com. Please consider the candidates for the
general election, and then vote!
In national news, the USDA June 30 Acreage
Report revealed that farmers planted 88.3 million
acres of soybeans and 89.9 million acres of corn.
The corn acreage is down about 3.4 million acres
from 2021. It appears that a large amount of acres
in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota
was left unplanted. USDA will conduct a special
follow-up survey due to the significant number
of acres left to be planted. Please remember that
the federal government is projected to announce
a double crop program to incentivize planting of
wheat after harvesting soybeans this fall.
Finally, I want to thank you for your
membership in the West Virginia Farm Bureau.
You are a part of approximately 5.8 million
farmers and rural citizens in the United States that
advocate on behalf of American agriculture.
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WVFB has long focused on issues like scientific
based environmental laws, lower taxes, and
private property rights. In my opinion, folks
like you are the backbone of our society. Our
forefathers, based upon the development of our
Constitution and Declaration of Independence,
had in mind a society that rewarded hard work,
allowed freedom of speech, and a government
that derived its power from “we the people”.

Post your FREE Classified
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

Patrick Henry said, “Give me liberty or give me
death.” Since then, many have shouted, “Give me
liberty!” I am afraid many in this generation now
have a “give me” mentality. President Reagan
once said, “If we ever forget that we’re a nation
under God, then we will be a nation gone under.”
Have a great day!
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Summary of
Competitive Events
Danielle Grant, Young Farmer Chairperson
West Virginia Farm Bureau conducts three
competitive events during the West Virginia Farm
Bureau Annual Meeting in November to showcase
the work of young farmers & ranchers from age
18-35. WVFB will provide the winners with $500.00
to travel to American Farm Bureau Federation’s
Annual Convention in January, 2023 in San Juan,
Puerto Rico to compete at the national level.

Events:
Achievement Award
The Achievement Award recognizes young
farmers & ranchers who have excelled in their farm
or ranch and have honed their leadership abilities to
superiority. Participants are involved in production
agriculture with a majority of their income subject
to normal production risks. Judges evaluate
competitor’s excellence in management, growth and
scope of their enterprise and self-initiative that has
been displayed throughout the farm or ranch.
Excellence in Agriculture
The Excellence in Agriculture Award spotlights
young Farm Bureau members who are agricultural
enthusiasts but have not earned a majority of their
income from an owned production agriculture enterprise in the past three years. Competitors are evaluated on their understanding of agricultural issues,
leadership experiences and achievement, and their
ability to communicate their agricultural story.
U.S.S. POLARIS, LLC

Competitors Must:
• Submit a completed application (page 9) to
the WVFB office before October 10, 2022
• Be an active farmer Farm Bureau member
• Be between the ages of 18-35. Individuals or
married couples can compete if they have
not reached their 36th birthday by January
31st after the AFBF Annual Competition
• Must not have already competed at the
national level.

Looks like

Mother Nature
ﬁnally met her match.
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Discussion Meet
The American Farm Bureau Federation
Discussion Meet competitive event simulates a
committee meeting where discussion and active
participation are expected from each participant.
This competition is evaluated on an exchange of
ideas and information on a pre-determined topic.
Participants build basic discussion skills, develop
a keen understanding of important agricultural
issues and explore how groups can pool knowledge
to reach consensus and solve problems.
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YF&R Competitive Events
Nomination Form
Nominations of young farmers can be submitted by any Farm Bureau member. All nominated candidates will be contacted by WVFB and notified of their next steps in the process.

Date:____________________________________________________________________________
Nominee Name: __________________________________________________________________
County: __________________________________________________________________________

q Achievement Award

Event

Excellence in Agriculture
q (Please
mark with X)

q Discussion Meet

Reasons for nomination:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Address/Contact Information for Nominee:
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________
E-Mail:___________________________________________ Phone:__________________________
Nominator Information:
Nominator Name: _________________________________________________________________
E-Mail:___________________________________________ Phone:__________________________
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________
Nominations must be submitted by October 10, 2022 to:
West Virginia Farm Bureau, Attn: Steve Butler, 62 Farm Bureau Rd, Buckhannon, WV 26201

West Virginia Farm Bureau News 9

Growin’ Up
by Sara Wayne, WVFB YF & R Committee Member

I am forever grateful for the
opportunity to have grown up on a farm
in the mountains of West Virginia. The
days spent working beside my Mom and
Dad hold a special place in my heart.
The lessons I learned while covered
in mud and cow manure are far more
valuable than any degree I could have
ever earned. I was blessed to have the
opportunity to follow in the footsteps
of my Dad and Mom. Growing up, tasks
were always taken on as a family. No
matter what the job was, my Mom was
always by my Dad’s side to help him
anyway she could. I am thankful for
her example as I now find myself in
some of the same predicaments as a
farmer’s wife. It was their willingness
to let me “help” (when
I probably only slowed
them down) that
fostered a love for farm
life that I now share
with my husband and
pass down to our boys.
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on a Farm
I appreciate the time that
my parent’s invested in me. The
patience my Dad had with me as
he endured the jerks and lunges
that came while teaching me to
drive a tractor and dodging the
calves I let by me while I figured out
what drive lines were. The muddy
boots, torn blue jeans, splinters,
bumps and bruises that my Mom
handled with grace encourages me to
share a way of life I love so much with
our 2 rambunctious boys.
In today’s society, the average
American is three generations removed
from the farm. What was once a
generational occupation has somehow
fallen by the wayside. Regardless of how
busy your life can be, always take time
to include the little ones around you.
You can never underestimate the power
of these memories or the impact you are
making on their lives.
Train up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old he will not depart
from it.” Proverbs 22:6
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Quality & Integrity Since 1984
www.boonetractor.com

YOU’RE PROUD OF YOUR FARM. NOW YOU
NEED A TRACTOR YOU’RE PROUD OF, TOO.
Maybe you grew up on a farm. Or it took you a lifetime to get there.
Either way, to make it work right, you need just the right tractor: a 1700
Series compact tractor from Massey Ferguson®. Everything about these
machines has been designed and engineered to help you get the job
done right, whatever that job is. Now, and as your needs evolve in the
years ahead. To learn more, see your Massey Ferguson dealer today.
masseyferguson.us
CHECK OUT THE MASSEY FERGUSON GC1700, 1700E AND 1700M SERIES
CHECK OUT THE
MASSEY FERGUSON
GC1700, 1700E AND
1700M SERIES

Lemon’s Farm Equipment
Dealer Imprint Area

42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV
304-863-3469
www.lemonsfarmequipment.com

© 2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO®
and Massey Ferguson® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18TK007CRv01
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Serving Virginia - North Carolina - West Virginia

Charley White/Sales
West Virginia Farm Bureau Member

Cell: 304-661-4058 • Home: 304-536-3804
304-645-1711
15658 Seneca Trail N., Lewisburg, WV 24901
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Around
Our State
Barbour County
4-H’ers earn top
honors at national
competition

SNAP Stretch helps families and
West Virginia’s agriculture industry

I

t’s a little frightening to watch
grocery prices increase week after
week. That’s especially true for families
on a tight budget.
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program recipients can find some
relief from inflation through the
SNAP Stretch program from the
West Virginia Food and Farm
Coalition and the West Virginia
University Extension Family
Nutrition Program.
SNAP Stretch allows farmers market
customers using SNAP benefits to
double or triple their spending power.

On May 5, the WVU Extension
Barbour County 4-H Land
Judging Team brought home
the national team title from the
National Land, Homesite and
Range Contest. The competition
team, led by WVU Extension
Agent Jody Carpenter and
assisted by WVU Extension
Specialist Jeff Skousen, included
Clinton Auvil, Jaxon Carpenter,
Harley Knotts and Carleigh
Stemple.
Our 4-H’ers also racked up the
following awards: Individual
Homesite 4-H Champion –
Harley Knotts; Individual
Land Judging 4-H Champion –
Jaxon Carpenter; and
Individual Land
Judging 4-H Reserve
Champion –
Harley
Knotts.

Summer 2022

For every dollar spent at a participating
location with a SNAP/EBT card,
customers receive another dollar to
spend at the market. If shoppers are
over the age of 60 or are accompanied
by a child, they receive $2 for every
dollar spent.
“It’s difficult to shop for groceries on
a fixed budget, especially with prices
going up,” Kristin McCartney, WVU
Extension assistant professor and
public health specialist, said. “SNAP
Stretch removes some of that burden
while also helping families introduce
fresher, locally grown foods into their
diet.
The program is available at 32 farmers
markets and farm stands around
West Virginia.
In 2021, the program directed
nearly $1 million to West Virginia’s
agriculture industry. SNAP participants
spent over $487,000 in benefits at state
farmers markets and stands. SNAP
Stretch matched that amount with
an additional $497,000.

The SNAP Stretch program allows
customers using SNAP benefits
to double or triple their spending
power at 32 farmers markets and
farm stands around West Virginia.

“This kind of support allows growers
to invest in their future. And that
doesn’t just benefit SNAP Stretch
participants. That’s good for all
West Virginians and the security of
our food system,” McCartney said.
For a complete list of SNAP Stretch
locations, visit snapstretch.com/findyour-market.
Visit extension.wvu.edu/fnp for
more information about the WVU
Extension Family Nutrition Program.
For more information about the West
Virginia Food and Farm Coalition,
visit wvfoodandfarm.org.
WVU Extension Family Nutrition
Program’s work is supported by the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) from the USDA
Food and Nutrition Service.
By Zack Harold, Multimedia Specialist,
W VU Extension Family Nutrition
Program
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Be on the look out for the invasive insect the
spotted lanternfly

S

potted lanternfly is an invasive
insect from Asia that was
detected in Pennsylvania in 2014
and has since been found in several
counties in West Virginia, Ohio,
Virginia, Connecticut, New Jersey,
New York, Delaware, Maryland
and Indiana.
In West Virginia, the spotted
lanternfly has been detected in three
counties – Mineral, Hampshire and
Jefferson.
These insects use their mouth
part to suck fluids from stems and
leaves of many crops, including but
not limited to basil, cucumbers,
blueberries, cherries, apples, grapes
and wood trees.

Nymphs are strong jumpers, especially
when poked or frightened.

Description
Spotted lanternfly adults have black
bodies, four wings and are about
1 inch long. Their forewings are
gray with black spots at the base
and black with gray veins at the tips.
The hindwings are red with a black
spot near the base, have a white
band in the middle and black tips.
Wings remain closed while they are
feeding and walking.

The spotted lanternfly undergoes
an incomplete metamorphosis
(egg, nymph and adult stage).

In contrast, the fourth nymph instar
has a black and red body. They are
about ½ inch long and can be
present from July to September.

Smash or scrape the eggs downward
using a plastic card or putty knife,
or stick the eggs into a bottle or bag
filled with rubbing alcohol.
Trapping can be effective in
managing the nymphal stage.
Spotted lanternfly nymphs move
up and down on the trunk of trees,
making them easy to capture by
wrapping the tree trunks with
specialized bands that have an
adhesive outer layer.

While some bands may catch adults,
banding trees is most effective for
nymphs. Be advised that it has
been reported that birds and small
mammals have gotten stuck in the
bands.

Life cycle

Nymphs hatch from eggs during
May and June. The first, second
and third nymph instars have black
bodies with bright white spots.

Before you travel or move material
out of the places where spotted
lanternflies are present, check for
and remove all stages of the insect.

These bands or a funnel-style trap
can be purchased online or from
your local garden center.

They do not bite, sting or transmit
disease to humans or pets.

The insects overwinter as eggs.
Females lay and cover the eggs with
a white, putty-like substance that
ages over time to look like cracked
mud on hard surfaces, including
trees, stones, patio furniture, plant
containers, vehicles and more.

Control

Spotted lanternfly forewings are
gray with black spots and black
with gray veins at the tips. The
hindwings are red with a black
spot near the base and black tips.

Damage
Damage of spotted lanternfly can
cause leaf curl, wilt, tree dieback
and death of the tree.
Spotted lanternflies also excrete
honeydew (a sugary substance),
which produces sooty mold fungus.
Sooty mold doesn’t directly affect
plants but can reduce photosynthesis.

Nymphs and adults are susceptible
to several insecticide active
ingredients, but federal laws indicate
that the site of application must be
listed on the pesticide label.
Lastly, because tree of heaven is the
preferred host, if there is one nearby
consider removing it to decrease the
spotted lanternfly population.
Report any stage of spotted
lanternfly to bugbusters@wvda.us
or call 681-313-9140.
By Carlos Quesada, W VU Extension
Specialist – Entomology
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Fall planting for pollinators

F

all is a great time to plant native
wildflower seeds. Seeding in the fall
allows landowners to take advantage of
natural cold seed stratification and high
moisture conditions throughout the
winter season. Seeding in the fall also
allows for an early growth response when
soil conditions are suitable in the spring.
To ensure that seeds don’t germinate
prematurely and die in the cold weather,
seed after the first frost.

Controlling weed competition
The key to a successful pollinator plot
is controlling weed competition. Weeds
can be controlled using an appropriate
herbicide or using non-chemical methods,
such as solarization (smothering weeds
with black or clear plastic during the
growing season). Weed control may take
multiple treatments depending on your
site and the weed seeds found in the
existing soil, so it would be best to start
weed treatment in the spring if you hope
to seed in the fall.

Site selection
Because many native flowering plants have
sunlight and moisture requirements, site
selection also is important. Select seeds
that best match your site or select a site
to match the flower’s seed requirements.
Luckily, West Virginia’s native wildflowers
tolerate a much broader range of soil
conditions than many commercial crops;
however, it is still important to collect soil
samples to ensure the site conditions are
appropriate for the seeds. Adjusting the
pH or soil fertility to improve soil
conditions can give weeds an advantage
to outcompete the native wildflower
seeds, so take caution when amending soil.

Planting
Purchase seeds from a reputable source
to ensure you are getting quality native
seeds without unwanted weed seeds.
Summer 2022

WVU Update
The West Virginia University
Extension and the WVU Davis
College of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Design are
pleased to offer this
educational insert to
the Farm Bureau
NEWS as a
service to
West Virginians.

Honeybee on ragwort, a West Virginia
wildflower. (Photo credit: https://
www.flickr.com/photos/conall/
20549118985)

Fall plantings can be conducted via
broadcasting or no-till drilling. Notill drilling significantly reduces soil
disturbance, thus reducing germination
of weed seeds in the soil. If a no-till drill
is not available, till the soil then pack it
to create a firm seedbed.
Many native wildflowers need to be
planted to a depth of only ⅛ inch;
therefore, if the tilled seedbed is too
“fluffy,” heavy rains or snow may drive
the seeds too deep within the soil to
germinate. Walk across the soil, and if
your steps sink to a depth of 1 inch or
more then the seeds also will sink to that
depth. In these cases, you must pack
the soil with a cultipacker or lawn roller
before seeding to ensure a firm seedbed,
and then repack after you broadcast seed
to firmly press the seeds into the soil.
Inspect the site in spring to ensure
germination but remember that many
native wildflowers are slow to grow. It
may be three growing seasons before you
see the beauty of your plantings. If you
want flowers the first growing season,
add annual natives to the mix.
By Sheldon Owen, W VU Extension
Specialist - Wildlife

Check our websites
for more news (extension.wvu.
edu and davis.wvu.edu).

Lindsay Wiles, Editor
Greg Jacobs, Graphic Designer
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God, Farming and
Sourdough Bread
...Stories from the Farm
Susan Wilkins Taylor
We went on a lovely little trip to the seaside in
June. To a beach on an island only about the width
of a road and a single house, with not a gas station, convenience store, or hotel in sight. And ever
since, I have been trying to take the time to enjoy
summer more. To keep a little bit of the slowness
and peace and magic of the lazy summer days
we had just reading on the beach, searching for
sharks’ teeth, and kayaking on the salt marsh. To
keep tight hold to the days and the magic that both
seemed abundant as a child, but hard to find as an
adult.
My husband and I neither one come from families that took “traditional” summer vacations. My
summer vacations always found my family spending weeks on end at our farm in Randolph County
where my dad made hay. Until I was thirteen years
old, we spent every summer there. We moved
tractors, mowing machines, rakes, and hay balers. I
have vague recollections of the caravans of equipment being moved out and the hay coming home,
I wish I could remember it more clearly. I think it
was pretty spectacular to see. My dad always had
three or four hired farm hands (usually local high
school boys) who came with us. And for six or
seven weeks out of the summer, we were all literally
one big family. My mother fixed three meals a day
for all of us on the back porch. Sometimes my dad
would make bacon grease gravy for breakfast, and I
never thought anything tasted so good.

We splashed and played in the spring below the
cabin for hours on end. We hammered together
birdhouses from scrap wood we found. We glued
flowers to wood and gave them to my mother as
gifts. We baked cookies and played Barbies and
tractors. We took walks to the hayfield to take my
dad treats. We begged for glass jars and caught
lightening bugs and crickets and grasshoppers.
When it rained, we made fort tents in the cabin and
drove my mother crazy. We have never had electricity in our cabin, so there was not a television.
But we did not have television at home either, so
we never missed it.
The boys usually left on weekends, so Sundays
were “our” day, our lazy day. My dad would take us
on four wheeler rides through the fields and teach
us about the different grasses. We would spy on
the deer and visit Mr. John who lived in an old farm
house up the way. We picked wild black berries
and explored places with exotic names like “the
prairie.” My mom would usually make somethingspecial for our lunch meal. And as sweet as it was,
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it was always fun when the boys came back with
their laughter and jokes that us kids did not always
understand and maybe even a treat or two tucked
away for us from “civilization.” Packing up at the
end of the summer to go back to school was always
so hard. I always glanced back at the bend in the
road above the cabin and choked back tears. I still
do the same thing each fall when we haul out our
last load of cattle before winter.
It struck me hard this summer how long ago all
that seems to be; and how much I miss it. My dad
told me the other day it felt like a different lifetime.
When we moved to Pocahontas County the summer I turned thirteen, our summers at the farm in
Randolph County ended. Our new farm had plenty
enough hay ground that we did not need to make
hay in both places. Our hay fields on the mountain place are now grazing pastures. And while it
is beautiful to see the cattle on those meadows, I
still long to see the grass cut short and round bales
dotting the landscape.

about how as a newborn baby, she and my dad had
packed me up and taken me right along for their
summer season. By the time I was six months old,
I had spent half my life there already. My nephews
beg to go to “the cabin” and I like to think maybe it
has cast its spell on them as well.
Even though my childhood summers were
spent in a somewhat unusual way, I would not
trade them for anything. As an adult, summer can
sometimes feel like just another few months on
the calendar. But the simpleness of lazy summer
days truly is magic. Then and now. No matter how
or where you find it. I watched my nephews and
niece chase lightening bugs in my parents’ yard on
the 4th of July while I lazed on the front porch step.
And I felt the magic. The glow from the sunset
warmed my face. Time suspended for a few moments. I felt God smiling down. My prayer for us
all is that we take the time to find the lazy summer
magic. It’s there. Sometimes we just have to look
for it. Soak it in. Treasure the memories.

Our farm and cabin in the mountains is a special oasis for my family. And I have to think it gets
in your blood somehow. My mom likes to tell

TAKE
ACTION
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18 West Virginia Farm Bureau News

Brought to you by the soy checkoff.

©2021 United Soybean Board. 61078-10 3/21

After two years of not being able to hold the
Summer Ag institute due to the pandemic I
would say the first year back was a success. We
had a total of 14 teachers attend from around
the state of WV. The SAI took place on June 22
- 23, 2022 in Jefferson and Berkeley Counties.
We toured farms in these two counties during
the two day conference learning what each
farm has to offer. Teachers experienced each
farm hands-on, enjoyed meals fresh from the farms, learned about agriculture teaching resources and
left with lessons, ag mags and books to use in their own classrooms. A special “Thank You” to the farmers
who welcomed us and took the time out of their busy schedule to teach us about what you do everyday.
Also, a special “Thank You” to Morgan County Farm Bureau, who donated funding to help with the
lunches for the teachers.

Jefferson County Visits
Blue & Sons Dairy Farm
In Jefferson County, we visited Blue and Son’s Dairy Farm. Patriarch James
Blue started raising cattle on 156 acres in 1958. Today the farm is still operated
by the family milking more than 300 cows in the double - 12 parallel parlor.
Their cows average 50 pounds of
milk per day. Their milk comes from
mostly Holstein cows along with
some Jerseys and Jerseys/Holstein
mix to maintain butterfat levels. They
sell their milk to Dairymen, Inc. in
Winchester, VA. The Blue family also
raise corn, alfalfa, wheat, soybeans,
barley, silage and orchard grass.

Tabb & Sons Farm
Tabb and Sons have farmed in Jefferson County, WV since 1872. They
raise corn, wheat, soybeans, hay and angus beef cows. The family started
composting in 1990. They have
an area where the community
is welcome to drop leaves and
yard waste. The yard clippings
and leaves are sold as compost
or added to topsoil mix. Another
convenience from the Tabb farm
is they will bring roll-off boxes
to farms, construction sites and
areas where storm debris is being
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collected. Farmers will fill them with manure, construction sites may fill them with pallets or wood
scraps or tree stumps, and food scraps. When the boxes are full, the Tabb family will pick them up and
head back to their farm where each box is dropped off at the appropriate area. They will use manure
for fertilizer, grind the pallets or wood scraps, which will be used for animal bedding or add the food
scraps to the compost pile. Why did the Tabb family go into composting and recycling? Mrs. Tabb said,
“We’ve always valued farmland and see this as a way to make it not only economically sustainable, but
environmentally sustainable.”

The O’Sullivan Farm
The O’Sullivan Farm in Jefferson
County is West Virginia’s oldest
Thoroughbred Farm. Located on
fertile limestone soil once settled
by the Washington family in the
northern Shenandoah Valley, the
farm has developed a long tradition
of breeding and racing quality
horses. For four generations, family owned and operated, they have raised
the soundest and strongest Thoroughbred horses. They offer boarding,
breeding, foaling, breaking, training, racing partnerships, pedigree analysis,
stallion syndication and accounting and tax consultation.

Abolutionist Ale Works
Abolitionists Ale Works, Charles Town, WV
has a long history of abolitionists. Abolitionist
Ale Works rebels against the status quo of
the beer industry. They strive to create fun,
flavorful and unique beers for every palate
that changes the way you think about beer.
They brew their unique products right in the
back of their little business in a very small
room. Each creation has a unique name with
a meaning behind it. Abolitionist Ale Works
have been growing strong for five years.

Jefferson County Visits
Homestead Farm Equestrian Center
Homestead Farm Equestrian Center is a family owned and operated
farm since 1990. Homestead Farm
Equestrian Center offers horseback
riding lessons for all levels and
disciplines, horse boarding,
consignment, sales and leasing is
also available. This unique little
farm not only houses horses, they
house ponies, swan, quail, chickens,
Texas Longhorn cows, pot belly pigs,
rabbits and so much more.
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Orr’s Farm Market
Orr’s Farm Market is just one example
of a small business that not only provides
fresh produce, but it also brings agricultural
education and stewardship to its local
economy. For more than 60 years, Orr’s Farm
Market has been in business and they just keep
growing adding more and more to the table.
Orr’s Farm Market is a great family place to
spend the day making memories. Orr’s have
pick-your-own fruits and vegetables, hayride
tours, seasonal programs, market to shop at,
The Barnyard, the barn party venue, picture
opportunities and so much more.

Shepherd’s Whey
Creamery
Shepherd’s Whey
Creamery is a family owned farm, dairy and creamery in the eastern
panhandle of WV. They specialize in minimally-processed goat’s
milk, goat’s milk cheese and delicious yogurt cultured goat’s milk
smoothies and Goatgurt. Since 2003, they have been raising goats
and producing goat-dairy products. They sell from their shop and
at the local Farmer’s Market.
The 2023 Summer Ag
Institutue will take place
in the Wood County area.
Stay tuned for more
information!

With Models ranging from
20hp to the 111hp BEAST
T1104 Series 6 Utility
Tractor, TYM has the
tractor to fit your needs.
Stop in and
check out
our selection!

WE HAVE THE BEST
PRICING ON REPAIRS
FOR ANY TRACTOR
MAKE OR MODEL.
TRADES WELCOME!

McConnellsburg
Motor & Implement

SINCE 1939
875 Lincoln Way East • McConnellsburg, PA
(717) 485-3181 • www.mcconnellsburgmotorandimp.com

TYM Tractor Sales & Service
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
PROFESSIONAL
HIGH
PERFORMANCE
ZERO-TURNS
PROFESSIONAL
ZERO-TURNS

Jolin

Mfg.

Concrete
Industry

Manholes, Septic Tanks, Pipe, Catch Basins
Water Troughs, Cattle Guards, Cisterns
Culvert Household Water & Sewer Pipe Suppliers
Blocks, Brick, Veneer Stone, Feed Bunks, J&H

HUSQVARNA.COM

20 Heide Cooper Rd., Shanks, WV 26761
Phone: 304-496-8007 • Fax: 304-496-8009
www.JolinConcrete.com
email: jolinconcrete@gmail.com

DURABLE,
EASY TO SERVICE AND
DURABLE,
NOW POWERED BY YAMAHA.
EASY TO SERVICE AND
NOW POWERED BY YAMAHA.

Farmer’s Feed

HARVEST HAY
HARVEST HAY
“For your Feed, Seed & Farming Needs”

304-372-5323 • Ripley, WV
www.facebook.com/FarmersFeedWV
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Lines to the Ladies
Pam Hessler, WLC Chair

2022 “Agriculture in West Virginia”
Poster Contest
….and the winners are….
Winners of the annual “Agriculture in
West Virginia” poster contest, sponsored by
the WVFB Women’s Leadership Committee
and WVFB Foundation, were selected for
the 2021-22 school year. This year’s contest
produced many wonderful entries, with the
winning posters being first-place: Chloe
Anderson, New Martinsville School, New
Martinsville, WV; second-place: Reese
Furlong, Lewisburg Elementary, Lewisburg,
WV; and third-place: Colten Pyles,
Slanesville Elementary, Slanesville, WV.
All students enrolled in the fourth grade
are eligible to participate in the contest. It
is an excellent opportunity to promote and
educate students about agriculture.
Congratulations to Chloe, Reese and
Colten, and to all who entered the contest.

2nd Place Winner
Reese Furlong, Lewisburg

1st Place Winner
Chloe Anderson, New Martinsville

3rd Place Winner
Colten, Pyles, Slanesville
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4 Tips to Master the Grill

(Family Features) The end result of perfectly cooked chicken is a mouthwatering meal that smells just as
good as it tastes and beckons loved ones to the patio. To achieve that juicy, tender flavor that brings family
and friends together, it’s important to keep a few safety and grilling tips in mind.
Fire up your grill, season poultry to perfection and serve a safely cooked meal at your next backyard
barbecue with this advice from the experts at Perdue Farms.
Maximize Your Budget - For a flavorful meal without breaking the bank, consider less-expensive cuts of
meat like bone-in thighs or drumsticks, or cook a whole chicken that can last for several meals. In addition
to the savings at the grocery store, these cuts can also withstand hotter temperatures on the grill for juicy
and tender results.
Save a Little Time - One easy way to maximize your time around the grill while cutting down on prep and
mess is using a pre-cut option like Diced Chicken Breast, a perfect solution for kebabs. Recipe ready in an
easy-peel package, the chickens are hatched and harvested in the United States with an all-vegetarian diet
and no antibiotics, hormones or steroids.
Add Favorite Seasonings - Because seasonings can sometimes come off on the grill, try seasoning both
before and after grilling for a better-tasting final result. If you’re planning to marinate, be careful to
avoid over-marinating as acid-based marinades can start breaking down meat fibers. Remember before
and while seasoning raw meat to keep proper safety practices in mind. Wash your hands, cutting boards,
knives, scissors, the sink and all work surfaces for 20 seconds with hot, soapy water, and don’t allow raw
meat or its juices to touch other foods.
Trust the Thermometer - Once your grill reaches the desired heat, put chicken on the grates with
confidence by trusting a meat thermometer to measure doneness. This Easy Kona Pineapple Chicken
Kebabs recipe, for example, calls for 10-12 minutes on the grill, but it’s important to check for an internal
temperature of 165 F rather than simply relying on recommended cook times. Be sure to serve using a
clean platter and utensils, never ones touched by raw meat. Refrigerate any leftover chicken immediately
and use within 3-5 days.

Easy Kona Pineapple Chicken Kebabs
Prep time: 45 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 4
1
2
1
1
1
1/2
1
1/2
1
4

can (6 ounces) pineapple juice
tablespoons vegetable oil
lime, zest and juice only
tablespoon sugar
piece (1 inch) fresh ginger, grated
teaspoon red pepper flakes
package Perdue Fresh Cuts Diced Chicken Breast
fresh pineapple, cut into 16 chunks
large red bell pepper, seeded and cut
into 16 (1-inch) chunks
metal skewers or 8 wooden skewers (12 inches)
soaked in water 30 minutes

In bowl, whisk pineapple juice, vegetable oil, lime juice and
zest, sugar, ginger and red pepper flakes until sugar dissolves.
Add diced chicken breast, cover and marinate in refrigerator 30 minutes.
Thread alternating pieces of chicken, pineapple and red bell pepper onto skewers. Discard remaining marinade.
Heat lightly greased grill or grill pan to medium-high heat. Grill kebabs 10-12 minutes, turning every 3-4 minutes until chicken
feels firm to touch and a meat thermometer inserted in the center reaches 165 F.
Remove kebabs from grill, rest 2-3 minutes and serve.
Tip: If using wooden skewers, soak in water 30 minutes to keep skewers from burning on grill. If using metal skewers, remember
chicken will cook faster because metal will conduct heat and cook chicken cubes from inside along with grill heat cooking chicken
from outside.
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Pair Perfectly Grilled Steak
with a Cool, Creamy Sidekick

(Family Features) Firing up the grill and watching tender cuts sizzle on the grates means a mouthwatering
meal is on the way, but don’t forget about the dressings and toppings that make summertime dinners truly
delicious.
The next time you want to sear a juicy steak, try this Filet Mignon with Blue Cheese Chive Butter recipe
from Omaha Steaks Executive Chef David Rose. Thick, tender filet mignon is grilled to a warm mediumrare doneness then topped with cool, creamy, homemade butter: its perfect summer sidekick.

Filet Mignon with Blue Cheese Chive Butter
Recipe courtesy of Omaha Steaks Executive Chef David Rose
Servings: 2
Blue Cheese Chive Butter:
4
ounces unsalted butter, cubed
4
ounces blue cheese
1
tablespoon fresh chives, minced
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
Filet Mignon:
2
Filet Mignons
Omaha Steaks Private Reserve Rub
To make blue cheese chive butter: In medium bowl, use
rubber spatula to fold and incorporate butter, blue cheese,
chives, salt and pepper.
Section 18 inches of plastic wrap and place blue cheese chive
butter about 6 inches above bottom. Take bottom portion of
plastic wrap and place over blue cheese chive butter then shape butter into 1 1/2-inch cylinder.
Continue to roll butter in plastic; pinch ends of plastic wrap while rolling to tighten cylinder.
Once size and tightness are achieved, tie off loose ends of plastic wrap and chill in refrigerator 1-2 hours, until blue cheese chive
butter is chilled and firm.
To make filet mignon: Bring filet mignons to room temperature, about 20 minutes; pat dry and season on both sides with rub, to
taste.
Prepare grill for 500 F direct heat.
For medium-rare, place steaks on grill 3-4 minutes. Flip and cook 2-3 minutes, or until 130-140 F internal temperature is reached.
Rest 7-8 minutes before serving.
Slice chilled blue cheese chive butter into 1/2-inch pieces and place on top of filets.
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Monthly Puzzles with a Few Words of Country Wisdom Tossed in fer Good Measure!
Theme: Back to School
ACROSS
1. *Beginning of a computer class?
6. Mandela’s org.
9. Horned birds
13. Silly and insignificant
14. U.S. counterpart to British M15
15. Inuit skin boat
16. Long oar
17. Acronym, abbr.
18. Movie “____ Day Care”
19. *End of a pencil, sometimes
21. *”Back to School” star
23. Asian restaurant frying pan
24. Anne ____ of gothic fiction fame
25. ____ Beesly of “The Office”
28. Cote d’A zur city
30. Opposite of comic
35. Major mountain chain in Russia
37. It launched Columbus, acr.
39. Walk through slush
40. Lindsey Vonn’s prop
41. *Geography class prop
43. Bear in the sky
44. Idealized imaged of someone
46. Reflect deeply
47. Stake driver
48. Dismiss (2 words)
50. Not want
52. Albanian money
53. *Cafeteria ware
55. Rare find
57. *Paper holder
60. *Fictional high school in “Grease”
63. Pope’s court
64. Barley brew
66. Run-of-the-mill
68. Boat contents
69. Little bit
70. Tale, in France
71. Small island
72. I, to Claudius
73. Terminated

DOWN
1. Fleur-de-____
2. Sometimes it’s enough
3. Wild ox of India
4. On spouse’s side
5. Infamous Baby Face
6. A long way off
7. Network at 30 Rock
8. Wispy clouds
9. Yemen’s neighbor
10. ____ receiver
11. The Tramp’s spaghetti-slurping
companion
12. Limit, to some
15. Bovine milk dispensers
20. Increasing
22. Month X
24. Reverberate
25. *Student
26. Scent, usually pleasant
27. Malaysia native
29. “Keep ____ and Carry On”
31. *One at high school reunion
32. Small Asian ungulate
33. September edition, e.g.
34. *Dry-erase marker predecessor
36. Toy construction set
38. Having the know-how
42. Lament for the dead
45. When one is not oneself (2 words)
49. Joker to Batman, e.g.
51. *Do this in Math class
54. *Do this in Speech class
56. Subatomic particle
57. Sable and beaver, e.g.
58. *Type of exam
59. Like SNL
60. *Grader’s suggestion
61. City in Sweden
62. “A day ____ and a dollar short”
63. Some special effects, acr.
65. Fall behind
67. Type of Christmas lights

CoW Cud...
How do you count cows? A cowculator!

What do you call a horse that lives next door? A Neigh-bor!
What do you get when you pamper a cow? Spoiled Milk!
What kind of things dos a farmer talk about when he is milking
cows? Udder Non-Sense!

26 West Virginia Farm Bureau News

CROSSWORD

Did You Know:
The number of hooves raised on a horse statue does not indicate
how the rider died. The common belief was that two legs raised
indicated the person died in battle, one leg raised indicated
the person died of wounds they received in battle, and no
legs indicated the person died of natural causes. However,
this belief can be applied to most of the statues located at
Gettysburg National Park.
Cows can sleep standing up, but they only dream lying down.
2022 Solution
West Virginia Farm BureauJuly
News
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2023 GMC Acadia AWD SLT

2022 GMC Sierra 2500HD Crew Cab
Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive AT4

See You There!

2022 GMC Sierra 1500 Crew Cab
Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive Pro

GUY’S
Buick • GMC Trucks

Ranson/Charles Town
(304)725-3448 • Sales: (877)888-3075 • Service: (877)843-9515
www.guysgmc.com • guysautomotive@frontiernet.net

Room to grow closer.
Whether you own a large farm operation, plant a few acres or just want a dream house in the country, we
want to do business with you. Call us today. We’re the experts in rural lending.

LOANS FOR:
• Homes
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Fences and roads
Equipment
Operating Expenses
And much more!

800.919.FARM (3276)
FarmCreditofVirginias.com
NMLS

#456965

Land Sales Success – Built by the Acre

WE ARE #1 IN LAND AND FARMS SALES IN WV!
Mya and MoJo Invite you to visit our website, FoxfireNation.com,
to see why we are the leader in land and farm sales in West Virginia.

Richard Grist, Broker

