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SAVE
THE
DATE!
The “Friends of WV Agriculture”
Golf Tournament

Thursday, September 15, 2022
Bel Meadow Golf Course
Clarksburg, WV • 1:00 pm
By participating in the “Friends of WV Agriculture” Golf Tournament, you will be lending your support
to the West Virginia Farm Bureau Foundation’s efforts to increase the general public’s agricultural literacy.
The WVFB Foundation, along with the WVU Extension Service and the WVU Davis College of Agriculture,
Forestry and Consumer Sciences, hold the Summer Agriculture Institute. This is a two day conference
that promotes agriculture to the state’s teachers.
The WVFB Foundation’s Mobile Agriculture Education Science Lab is currently traveling the state
teaching elementary students about agriculture. We hope that through the support of people like you, we
can continue to increase agriculture literacy!

Schedule for the Day
1:00 pm
Shotgun Start
Close of Tournament
BBQ & Awards Presentation
For more information, please call (304)472-2080 Ext. 301.

Articles for NewsBytes must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. Timesensitive announcements must be submitted no less than 8 weeks prior to the date of the event. Electronic
submissions, including photos, are preferred.
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West Virginia vs. the E.P.A.
Charles Wilfong, President, West Virginia Farm Bureau
The conservative majority of the US Supreme
Court have been very busy this past month
handing down very good rulings on the important
cases that were before them. The latest was
on June 30th when they ruled in favor of West
Virginia and eighteen other states in the WV vs.
EPA case. This case was spearheaded by WV
Attorney General Patrick Morrisey. This was in
response to the Obama/Biden EPA’s so-called
Clean Power Plan and its authority to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions of the entire electricity
production sector. This Clean Power Plan, which
was totally a product of EPA, was designed to shut
down coal and natural gas generation plants,
which produce about 60% of electricity and
replace them with renewable energy. The EPA
over-reached and expanded their own authority to
do this when they clearly did not have the power
to do this under the Clean Air Act. Obama and
now Biden pushed forward with this plan anyway
in order to implement their radical climate change
agendas.
Thankfully, this Supreme Court ruling makes it
clear that the EPA cannot implement regulations
and rules that go beyond Congressional intent.
Had the court ruled differently, the EPA would
have been in control of our entire economy
because all sectors of the economy depend upon
energy.
The radical Biden plan would have caused
electricity prices to skyrocket and the supply of
electricity would have been totally insufficient.
I am not sure where they think the power to
recharge all of their electric cars was going to
come from if their plan had been implemented. It
seems that Biden and his supporters think that it
will just magically appear in the charging station.
The broader implications of this ruling should
go well beyond the Clean Power Plan. Hopefully,
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this ruling will
reign in other parts
of the EPA as well
as other federal
agencies. Many of
these agencies have
created authority for
themselves. Waters of the US (WOTUS) is another
prime example of EPA over-reach. With EPA in the
process of rewriting WOTUS, we must be ready to
challenge them at every step of the process. Now
we will have the law on our side!
We all need to be thankful to Attorney General
Patrick Morrisey for initiating this case and
achieving the desired outcome. There is no other
state in the country that has as much at stake as
WV. We also need to be thankful for the three US
Supreme Court Justices appointed by President
Trump. Without them, the outcome would have
been very different for all the cases that were
recently before them.

ZETT’S
TRI-STATE

FISH FARM & HATCHERY
878 Hatchery Road • Inwood, WV 25428

(304) 229-3654
www.zettsfishhatchery.com

Over 30 species available
Colorful Catalog Upon Request - or view online
Truck Deliver- UPS - Pickup
Come Fish Our Lakes - Catch Your Own
1-100 lb fish - see our website for Rates

Post your FREE Classified
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

California BureauCLARKSBURG
size 4.5 x 5

COUNTRY CLUB CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
800-424-7611
www.CountryClubChrysler.com
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HANCOCK COUNTY DODGE CHRYSLER JEEP AND RAM TRUCK
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MASSEY FERGUSON - 2606H TRACTOR 65 H.P.
OR 2607H TRACTOR 74 H.P.
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with Farm Bureau and are proud to offer
you exclusive savings.
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Visit fordfarmbureauadvantage.com today!
*Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Exclusive Cash Reward on the purchase or lease of an eligible new
2021/2022/2023 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty. This incentive is not available on F-150 Lightning™, F-150® Raptor®, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty. This offer may not be used in conjunction
with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to
purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2023. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and
complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #38326
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Around the Dome
Dwayne O’Dell, WVFB Director of Government Relations
I hope each of you are enjoying the summer.
Please consider the following issues.
As of late June, Congress was considering the
Cattle Price Discovery and Transparency Act
(S4030). The bill provides for expedited carcass
weight reports, a cattle contract library, and a
14-day cattle slaughter report. AFBF supports
these important provisions. However, the bill
also establishes mandatory minimum thresholds
under which a certain percentage of cattle are
purchased in the cash market. Several studies by
various universities indicate the federal mandate
will cost cow-calf/stocker operators $50-$85 per
head. The issue of increased packer concentration
and possible market interference has been
discussed for many years by cattle producers.
Now, some members of Congress appear to be
taking steps for possible additional market action.
AFBF opposes S4030 as written. Many believe the
government mandates will disrupt free market
principles.
Also, USDA has announced advanced notice of
proposed rulemaking to solicit public comment
regarding the use of the tournament system for
contract poultry production. Previous attempts
to address poultry grower concerns were made
in 2010 and 2016. Comments must be submitted
by September 6, 2022, and be sent through the
federal e-mail rulemaking portal at https://www.
regulations.gov.
U.S. House Agriculture Committee ranking
member Glenn Thompson has introduced
HR8069, also known as the Reducing Farm
Input Cost & Barriers to Domestic Production
Act. The bill provides for: (1) relief from EPA’s
unprecedented actions related to crop production
tools, (2) reversal of proposed changes to WOTUS,
(3) removal of SEC’s proposed rule on climate
related reporting disclosures, and (4) requirement

of an economic
analysis of costs/
benefits of GIPSA
rules. The bill
also requests
streamlining of
the leasing/permit
process to expedite mining and processing of
potash and phosphate.
Several farmers have asked me why the United
States can’t produce its own fertilizer. The
following data is important in understanding this
issue:
• Seventy (70) percent of the world’s
phosphate reserves are found in Morocco
and the Western Sahara Desert.
• Significant portions of phosphate present in
the U.S. are on federal lands.
• Potash is primarily found in about 14
countries. The U.S. imports 85 percent of its
potash supply.
Congressman Thompson’s bill would require
the Secretary of the Interior to consider potash
and phosphorus to be included on the list of
critical minerals in order to streamline the
permitting process.
Two important cases affecting agriculture
throughout America will be heard in October
by the United States Supreme Court. Friend of
the court briefs have been filed in support of the
National Pork Council and AFBF case against
California Proposition 12. Probably the most
important brief was filed by the U.S. Solicitor
General supporting AFBF in the case.
The second case involves two Idaho farmers
challenging the EPA definition of WOTUS rules
to impact all waters of the U.S. Two former EPA
West Virginia Farm Bureau News 7

administrators have submitted briefs in support
of EPA’s position that the intent of Congress in
passing the Clean Water Act implied application of
rules not only to navigable water but to all waters.
In state news, Governor Jim Justice has named
Jarred Cannon (R-Putnam) to replace Joe Jeffries
who resigned in the 22nd House District, which
includes parts of Putnam, Lincoln, and Logan
Counties.
The Legislative Interim Committee met in
mid-June. Legislators were notified that state
tax collections are approximately $1 billion over
estimate. Tax collections on metallurgical coal
and natural gas have increased due to high energy
prices. Other interim presentations included the
following:
• An AARP representative spoke to the
Pensions/Retirement Committee, requesting
that part of the current surplus be used to
provide a one-time supplement to certain
retirees living on fixed incomes.
• A general session was held on school safety.

With Models ranging from
20hp to the 111hp BEAST
T1104 Series 6 Utility
Tractor, TYM has the
tractor to fit your needs.
Stop in and
check out
our selection!

WE HAVE THE BEST
PRICING ON REPAIRS
FOR ANY TRACTOR
MAKE OR MODEL.
TRADES WELCOME!

McConnellsburg
Motor & Implement

SINCE 1939
875 Lincoln Way East • McConnellsburg, PA
(717) 485-3181 • www.mcconnellsburgmotorandimp.com

TYM Tractor Sales & Service

• Representatives from the Forestry
Association presented possible Managed
Timberland Tax changes.
Also, West Virginia Public Service
Commissioners Lane, Larrick, and Raney have
announced that the PSC has scheduled several
public comment hearings to hear various
rate issues for gas, electric, and sewer. More
information may be found at www.psc.state.wv.us.
Finally, our world seems to be in a state of great
turmoil. Geopolitical problems, stock market
reductions, high inflation, and painful energy
prices are causing many people to be nervous and
discouraged. Because of these issues, as I think
about America, Flag Day, Independence Day, and
our society, I encourage you to consider a quote
by Peter Marshall. He said, “May we think of
freedom not as the right to do as we please but as
the opportunity to do what is right.”
Have a great day!

I
N
C.

Posts • Beams • Roof & Floor Trusses
Metal Roofing & Siding
Plyco Windows & Doors

Be confident your Investment will be there
for your future generations!

301.334.3977

www.rigidply.com

1283 Joni Miller Road, Oakland MD 21550
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BIG Win at the
Supreme Court
Tom Huber, Young Farmer & Rancher Committee Member
For many farmers in West Virginia, oil and gas
production is a very real part of life, from 100-yearold wells to the more modern horizontal wells that
exist amid pasture, hayfield, and woodlots. Many
landowners and farmers get free gas off these
wells for their homes and royalty checks from the
production. Over the past decades though, the
size of those royalty checks drove a disagreement
between the landowners and operators,
specifically around whether those checks should
be reduced for what we call “post-production
expenses.”
Some historical context is necessary here. For
many decades, royalty rates were pretty much
set at 1/8th at the well head, because the well
head was where the gas was sold. It was simple
and something everyone understood. Then the
game changed, and through what is called “de
regulation” the point of sale was moved to the
consumer downstream, which allowed new
middlemen to make money by transporting,
processing, and gathering gas from all the
individual wells. So instead of the oil and gas
company owning both the wells and the pipelines,
they spun off pipelines and processing facilities
into separate companies often still controlled by
the original parent company.

This created a
question, should
the new charges for
getting the gas to
market be shared
by the royalty owner? Eventually the WV Supreme
Court weighed in and said there was an implied
duty on the gas producer to market the gas, and
this case is known as Wellman. After Wellman, the
court later decided the case, Tawney vs Columbia
Natural Resources, and in that case the court
firmly placed WV in the market product rule legal
category and prohibited post-production expense
from being passed on to royalty owners unless the
language of the lease specifically allowed for them
and spelled out a method of calculation.
Gas producers did not give up though, and
challenged Tawney in a case know as Leggett
vs EQT. West Virginia Farm Bureau intervened
in this case by filing and Amicus Brief on behalf
of Leggett, and the first Leggett decision was
decided 3-2 in favor of Leggett, that royalties paid
at the well head under the 1/8th statute should
be deduction free. Then in a very unusual move,
just a couple months later Justice Benjamin was
replaced by Justice Beth Walker on the court, and
one of the first actions taken by the court, Justices
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Ketchum, Loughry, and Walker voted to rehear the
case and reversed the original decision. In what
is called Leggett 2, those three justices declared
the 1/8th statute allowed for deductions, and they
criticized Tawney for having “faulty legs.”
Fortunately, Senator Charles Clements
introduced a bill, SB 360 to fix the 1/8th statute,
and with the very strong support of West Virginia
Farm Bureau and other landowner groups, that bill
passed into law with an overwhelming bipartisan
vote in both the House and Senate. But the story
didn’t end there.
In Kellem vs SWN, the Federal Court for the
Northern District of WV certified a question to the
WV Supreme Court, “Is Tawney still good law in
WV?” Due to Leggett 2, SWN had an opening to
challenge Tawney and took it. Once again West
Virginia Farm Bureau joined an Amicus Brief in
support of Tawney, and in a 4-1 decision with only
Justice Walker in dissent, ruled that Tawney is still
good law, and reaffirmed its validity. Hopefully this
cements WV as a market product rule state once
and for all.
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Terms like market product rule and net back are
legal jargon, but they have real impacts on people
here in this state. We have seen real examples
where the post-production costs deducted from
royalty checks push them into negative amounts
when the price of gas is lower, and dramatically
reduce them at other price points. In parts of the
state with horizontal drilling, this adds up to many
millions of dollars leaving the state instead of
being spent here in West Virginia.
In practical terms this victory means more of
the proceeds of oil and gas production stay in the
hands of land and mineral owners, and that it is
much harder to play games with people’s royalty
payments. In our view, that is a good thing not
only for landowners receiving those checks, but
our communities, counties, and state where those
royalty checks get spent and where taxes on them
get paid. Once again, this major victory for WV
property rights is at least in part due to the West
Virginia Farm Bureau’s efforts and participation
in these court cases as well as its engagement with
the legislature. We truly pull more when we
pull together.
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YOU’RE LIVING YOUR DREAM.
NOW YOU CAN DRIVE IT, TOO.

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals...

You’ve always dreamed of owning your own farm, and being closer to
the land. Now you’ve got it. And to work that land, you need just the
right tractor: a GC1700, 1700E or 1700M Series compact tractor from
Massey Ferguson®. Not too big. Not too small. With the versatility
and ease-of-use to do the jobs that need to get done — from mowing,
loading and backhoe work to snow blowing and hauling. Visit your
Massey Ferguson dealer to learn more.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies
who will be affected by the excavation. The company will respond
to your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a
FREE service.

masseyferguson.us
CHECK OUT THE MASSEY FERGUSON GC1700, 1700E AND 1700M SERIES
CHECK OUT THE
MASSEY FERGUSON
GC1700, 1700E AND
1700M SERIES

Lemon’s Farm Equipment
Dealer Imprint Area

42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV
304-863-3469
www.lemonsfarmequipment.com

© 2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO®
and Massey Ferguson® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18TK007CRv02

AND underground pipelines.

No one digs more dirt than America's Farmers and Ranchers.
No matter if you're deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning or moving
heavy loads. Understanding what's below ground will help you DIG
SAFELY.

CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!!!

www.commongroundalliance.com
www.call811.com

www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

( YO U )

Who replaced the petroleum in asphalt?
YOU did. Take a victory lap.

All soybean farmers, including you, are paving
the way to your profitability. How? By pooling your
resources through your soy checkoff. Learn how your
soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns back to you
and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

©2022 United Soybean Board [61977-1 1/22]
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God, Farming and
Sourdough Bread
...Stories from the Farm
Susan Wilkins Taylor
Our chickens graduated from their tub in the
outbuilding much faster than we ever anticipated,
and much faster than some of my chicken raising
friends told me they would. As such, we had to find
my little flock some temporary housing as their
permanent digs are being built. Being temporary,
this meant it needed to be as cheap as possible.
And that is how we ended up hauling an old
wooden dog house out of my dad’s burn pile and
building a chicken pen out of wooden pallets and
chicken wire. The dog house is huge and with some
adjustments, we added roosts and a closeable door
and a hanging feeder. Our chickens are quite happy
in their new home and we have finally learned the
key to success in keeping the dog away from them.
My brother ran a hot wire around the bottom of the
pen. One little bump into that and the dog quickly
decided he prefers to wait for me on the porch than
come with me to the pen anymore.
My family has gotten more than a few laughs out
of our little chicken set up; my mom especially when
she saw our refurbished dog house. My brother has
dubbed us the Lobelia Hillbillies. And if the name
wasn’t so darn cute, I might take offense. Truth be
known, I am pretty proud of our chickens’ temporary home and wondering how we might go about
submitting our pallet fence chicken pen idea to a
homesteading or “Backyard Poultry” magazine.

We are pretty pleased with progress on our
little homestead this summer. The garden is doing
tremendously well and my homegrown tomato and
cabbage plants have really taken off. My pepper
plants have been a different story, and I broke
down and bought a couple plants that I found on
discount. Our orchard trees are growing beautifully
and so far we are keeping the deer and the cows off
of them with cattle panel fencing around each one.
No matter what uncertainty or stresses surround
us, it brings me so much joy to come home each
evening. To see the cows on the hill above our
house; to water my garden; to call the chicks in to
roost for the night. It calls to mind the words from
an old Shaker hymn,
“ ‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,
‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place
just right,
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed,
To turn, turn will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come round right.”

My husband is now hard at work building what
these chickens will surely think is a mansion and the
excitement will soon begin waiting for the first egg.
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Mother Nature

U.S.S. POLARIS, LLC

ﬁnally met her match.

408 NORTH CTY RD HWY 63
TOLEDO, IA
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ELKINS MOTORSPORTS

Terms and conditions apply. WARNING: Polaris off road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. D
license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, a
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Terms and conditions apply. WARNING: Polaris off road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Drive must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's
license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab
nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. All riders should take a safety training course. Riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix.
Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2020 Polaris, Inc.
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304-636-7732 www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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Preparing for a
New Farm Bill
Zippy Duvall, President, American Farm Bureau Federation
One piece of legislation has had as profound
an impact on America as thousands of other bills
combined, yet very few people are familiar with it.
I’m referring to the farm bill, which ensures a safe
and abundant food supply, helps feed the hungry,
invigorates rural communities and helps farmers
take care of the environment.
As I travel the country, it’s clear the farm bill
has had a broad, visible impact. Family farms
able to be passed to the next generation because
of USDA’s numerous risk management tools and
programs. Families able to put dinner on the table
thanks to nutrition assistance programs. Soil and
water improvements because of land enrolled in
conservation programs. Rural communities back
in the game thinks to broadband grants and new
business loans authorized by the farm bill. Soon
it will be time to refresh and renew this nearly
100-year-old law, so let’s examine its history and
relevance today.
Those who helped craft the first farm bill in 1933
laid the groundwork for protecting our nation’s
food supply for generations to come. For example,
they created the Commodity Credit Corporation, a
program that’s still in use today. Thanks to that first
farm bill, many of America’s farmers and ranchers
survived the Great Depression and were equipped
to feed our country as we entered World War II,
giving us the ability to provide food security which
is part of our national security.

“ As I travel the country,
it’s clear the farm bill has had
a broad, visible impact.”

In 1938, the next farm bill was the beginning
of federal crop insurance, which remains a
critical lifeline for many farmers and ranchers.
This tool has continued to evolve to help

farmers endure the
devastating impacts
of natural disasters
and unpredictable
markets. Congress has increased access and
incentives to help farmers—across crops and
regions—to protect their businesses. And in
recent years, crop insurance has shifted to be
more market-based, with the private sector now
able to help create new insurance products.
In the 1970s, the farm bill was first combined
with the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, or SNAP, which provides vital support to
those who need help feeding themselves and their
families. Combining farm programs and nutrition
programs in one piece of legislation makes sense
because ensuring we have an abundant domestic
supply of food and that it is accessible creates
a more food secure nation, which is critical to
national security. Farmers and ranchers work
hard to provide the food America needs, and the
nutrition programs help ensure that what we grow
gets to those who need it.
Congress cast the net wider that same decade
by including a rural development title that has
helped expand rural utilities, which has evolved
to include broadband internet, and supported
rural businesses and housing initiatives. There are
rural communities thriving across the countryside
today that were aided or saved by farm bill rural
development programs.
Just as agriculture changes and adapts to meet
the needs of the time, so does the farm bill. Every
five years or so, Congress passes a new farm
bill to meet the challenges of an ever-changing
landscape and ensure that critical programs
continue to work for farmers and ranchers,
families on a budget, and rural communities
working to stay competitive.
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Hearings on the 2023 farm bill started in
Congress this year. At Farm Bureau, we began
our work last year, recognizing how essential it
was to be ready to offer ideas. In August, our farm
bill working group started meeting to discuss
what’s working under the 2018 farm bill, what’s
not working, and what’s missing altogether.
Their analysis will help members across the
country at the county, state and national levels
adopt Farm Bureau policy, which serves as a
roadmap for us to engage with Congress. It’s
critical work as we advocate for a farm bill that
helps us combat the challenges we face today and
those we will undoubtedly face in the future. It
is our responsibility to engage with members of
Congress from urban districts, too, who may not
understand how farm bill programs impact all
families, from our biggest cities to our smallest
townships.

The door to engage these members has
been opened even wider by the growing public
realization that our food supply must not be
taken for granted. The farm bill is one of the
mightiest tools to protect it. I hope you’ll engage
in discussions about its significance. You, our
grassroots members, are agriculture’s most
influential advocates. We will need your help
to ensure this powerful legislation continues to
stand the test of time.

Vincent “Zippy” Duvall, a poultry, cattle and hay
producer from Greene County, Georgia, is the 12th
president of the American Farm Bureau Federation.

Photo by Al Tucker
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TRIED & TRUE

PERFORMANCE
0 PERCENT.
0 DOWN.
0 HASSLE.
Call or click today

844.720.4CAT | www.ClevelandBrothers.com/ZeroDown
*Offer valid from June 1, 2022 through Dec. 31, 2022 on new small (compact track loaders, compact wheel loaders, micro/mini excavators, skid steer loaders) and new compact (backhoe loaders, telehandlers, small dozers, small wheel loaders)
Cat® machines sold by Cleveland Brothers. Purchase must occur during offer period. Offer subject to machine availability and credit approval by Cat Financial. Not all customers will qualify. Payments based on 36-month loan. Payments do not include
taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, document fees, inspections, additional options, or attachments. In some areas, EPP might be sold separately from the CVA. Offer may change without prior notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. Additional
terms and conditions may apply. Contact your Cat dealer for details.
©2022 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, LET’S DO THE WORK, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Corporate Yellow,” the “Power Edge” and Cat “Modern Hex” trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are
trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission. AT06062022

Room to grow closer.
Whether you own a large farm operation, plant a few acres or just want a dream house in the country, we
want to do business with you. Call us today. We’re the experts in rural lending.

LOANS FOR:
• Homes
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Fences and roads
Equipment
Operating Expenses
And much more!

800.919.FARM (3276)
FarmCreditofVirginias.com
NMLS

#456965
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BLACKBERRY
PICKIN’
By Mike Snyder

I started picking blackberries when I was a little kid
in the peaceful years after WWII.
My younger brother Habie and I knew if we picked
‘em, our mother would make blackberry cobbler.
With or without vanilla ice cream, it’s an old-time
favorite for just about everybody.
If apple pie’s the All-American icon—where does
that leave peach pie (gettin’ awful pricey) and cherry
pie? Maybe we should call blackberry cobbler the
All-West Virginia champ—any votes out there?
Blackberries grow in every county and even city folks
can likely find a blackberry patch not too far off.
Miller’s big cow pastures at the top of the hill
were I grew up was only one block away, plus there
were always some sideline adventures to be had up
there—rabbits busting out of the briers, groundhogs
scrambling for their escape holes, some quail, and an
old mine cave. There was one really scary time when
that cave played its part in keeping the neighborhood
kids hostage for quite a spell.
We also spent a lot of those summers riding our
mega-sturdy bikes like my 26-inch red Schwinn
replete with cream pinstripes. They were made to
last out of American steel—mine even got passed on
in the neighborhood after I left, Our bikes gave us
wings, peddling down brick-paved Duncan Avenue
under the shade of the sugar maple trees. Up to the
playground for softball and anything else that found
its way into our carefree lives.
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But the hill always kept its hold on me especially
during hunting season, and in the summertime when
there were scads of ripe blackberries. We followed
cow paths zig-zagging through the thorny patches.
Ouch, those briers could cut through blue jeans and
they sure did give us a lot of bloody scratches if we
wore shorts. Jeans were hotter but easier on our
sturdy young legs. If we went over the hill to the Goff
Woods there were well-known grapevine swings to fly
about on. There was a little run there under the big
oaks and poplar trees where we could get a little soak
to cool off in the hot afternoons.

BUT...there’s always dark clouds in life, even
for ornery boys,. Like when Clobberfoot was first
sighted by some of the kids several blocks away
from our house. But, what was really scary was that
he always carried a gunnysack for his supplies—or
was it to catch unwary boys with? We didn’t know
for sure and we sure didn’t want to find. We heard
that he had a limp, a big red nose, was real scruffy
and kinda old. Did he have a long walking stick as
well?—details were sketchy. So-and-so saw him by
Woods’ store or walking on some of the unpaved
alleys that ran between streets.

We’d pick as long as we could, plunking those
sweet and shiny black jewels in our pails and
into our mouths. Picking and eating for as long
as it took each us to pick a gallon or more to tote
home for a cobbler that evening or the next day.
We always put milk on ours—how else? Milk was
delivered in glass bottles to our houses by the
milkman in his milk truck. Man, it was so heavenly
to tie into those luscious concoctions our mom
made with her rolling pin and magic.

We just knew Clobberfoot was mean and he’d
catch little kids who weren’t careful. We didn’t
know for certain where his lair was, although we
suspected it was the old mine shaft out around the
hill from where we picked our blackberries. When
we saw orange peelings outside the opening, that
clinched it.
We had to stay on a sharp lookout at all times.
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Once we were up on the hill with our hatchets
cutting down young trees with a kid way up in the
branches. The trees had to be bigger than saplings
and surrounded by other young trees. That way the
kid who climbed the highest got the biggest rush
when the tree fell cushioned by the branches of the
surrounding trees. The higher we clum the greater
the thrill riding down.
One afternoon while we were wacking and
bellering and chopping, one of the boys screamed
out, “Run it’s Clobberfoot!” He had snuck up on
us when we let our guard down. I streaked down
off the hill as fast as my short legs could propel me.
Habie was somewhere behind me and my only
thought at the time was he could have my brother if
he caught him—just so it wasn’t me!

family has had a lot of fun splashing around in that
old swimming hole.
You still get the same purple fingers and
scratches picking blackberries today, but the
berries don’t seem quite as nice as those from
yesteryear. The bushes often have discolored
splotchy leaves and less than perfect fruit. There’s
also that nasty, little invasive fly that stings a lot
of our fruits. It stings into a one or more lobes on
almost every berry which it fouls where it lays its
tiny eggs. Not enough to ruin the fruit, but you
know it’s there. We eat ‘em any way because they
really don’t mess up the taste.

I use a plastic milk carton leaving the handle
attached and cut a round hole in the top big enough
to drop the berries in. I attach it through the handle
in front of my belt buckle leaving both hands free to
I don’t know how long the Clobberfoot saga
pick, I like this a lot better than a coffee can with a
lasted, but we made sure we wore our sheath
knives when were picking blackberries—something wire loop hanging from my wrist or fingers..
that Clobberfoot put a damper on--but even
Two years ago I had reason to take extra care
our wildest fears could not quench our love for
while
picking berries on the west side of Allegheny
cobblers when the blackberries were ripe. All those
Mountain. I noticed there were a lot of smashed
suntanned boys are now oldsters, but there are
down berry bushes and pathways through the large
those of us still left who remember the perilous
patches and the multiflora rose. About that time I
days when he roamed about.
caught a quick glimpse of something moving out of
Clobberfoot gradually faded out of our lives and the far side of the patch making the foliage shake.
There were no cows or other pickers up there. Hmmthings got back to normal once again.
-what else likes berries and can squash down briers
This writer continues to enjoy picking
to get at them? It didn’t take too long for me to find
blackberries as did my wife Jill until recent years.
a bear’s smoothed-out nesting place under an apple
She maintains that she, her two sisters and brother tree beside the logging road I was on. Sometimes
could fill up a washtub with the blackberries they
you can sense something that’s near you, and even
picked on Greenbrier Street across the hill from the though you can’t see it you just know its there.
capital in Charleston. She and our daughter Joy
I started packing a large caliber revolver and
picked together in the summers before Joy grew
kept on right on picking there several more times
up. Making purple blackberry ice cream in our
Also, I always carry a Brazilian machete with a
wooden hand-cranked White Mountain church
22-inch blade to wack my way through the thorns
was a special treat for family and friends. Jill’s
cobblers are great, but her delicious pies, including and vines. Despite sign that the bear was still up
blackberry, have earned renown around here by all there, fortunately, I never did have a face-to-face
encounter with it. No complaints on that score.
who taste them, especially me. Blackberry jam is
right up there, too.
But Clobberfoot taught me long ago, that a feller
always needs to be prepared, even while he’s berry
Our son was too busy swimming in the Tom
picking. You just never know what you might scare
Bennett Hole on the Dry Fork to do much picking.
up when you least expect it. But blackberry cobbler
The boys had a rope hanging from an elm tree
and pie sure is worth it--ain’t it!
they swung out on and dropped off to hit the cool
waters while it was still deep enough. The Dry Fork
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
where we live dries up most summers and runs
underground in unseen limestone crevices. All our unto my path.
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Say Goodbye to Basic Brunch

(Culinary.net) The same old brunch menu week after week can become tiresome and dull. It’s bland,
boring and your tastebuds get used to the same flavors repeatedly.
It’s time to add something new to the table with fresh ingredients and simple instructions to enhance
your weekend spread.
Try this recipe for an Easy Brunch Quiche that is sure to have your senses swirling with every bite. This
quiche is layered with many tastes and a variety of ingredients to give it crave-worthy flavor.
To create this dish, start with one package of broccoli and cheese then microwave it for 5 minutes until
heated through.
Add 12 slices of chopped bacon to a skillet. While cooking, add 1/2 cup of green onions. Cook for 2
minutes then add 1 cup of mushrooms to the skillet. Cook for 4 minutes and drain the grease.
In a small mixing bowl, combine four eggs and 1 cup of milk. Whisk together. Add egg mixture to the
broccoli and cheese. Also add 1 cup of shredded cheese and stir the ingredients together.
In two separate pie shells, spoon in the bacon mixture then pour the egg and broccoli mixtures over the
top. Sprinkle with a little more cheese then bake for 35-45 minutes at 350 F.
With a range of ingredients from broccoli to bacon, this quiche is a brunch hero. While baking,
the cheese gets all melty, and with every bite the mushrooms add texture and earthy flavor. The
ingredients combine together to make something warm, hearty and fresh.
Find more brunch recipes and cooking ideas at Culinary.net.

Easy Brunch Quiche
Serves: 12
1

package (10 ounces) frozen broccoli with cheese

12

slices bacon, chopped

1/2

cup green onions, sliced

1

cup mushrooms, sliced

4

eggs

1

cup milk

1 1/2

cups shredded cheese, divided

2

frozen deep dish pie shells (9 inches each)

Heat oven to 350 F.
In medium bowl, add broccoli and cheese contents from package.
Microwave 5 minutes, or until cheese is saucy. Set aside.
In skillet, cook chopped bacon 4 minutes. Add green onions; cook
2 minutes. Add mushrooms; cook 4 minutes, or until bacon is
completely cooked and mushrooms are tender. Drain onto paper
towel over plate. Set aside.
In medium bowl, whisk eggs and milk until combined. Add
broccoli and cheese mixture. Add 1 cup cheese. Stir to combine. Set
aside.
In pie shells, divide drained bacon mixture evenly. Divide broccoli
mixture evenly and pour over bacon mixture. Sprinkle remaining
cheese over both pies.
Bake 40 minutes.
Allow to cool at least 12 minutes before serving.
Note: To keep edges of crust from burning, place aluminum foil over pies for first 20 minutes of cook time. Remove after 20
minutes and allow to cook uncovered until completed.
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Sweet Summer Treats that Beat the Heat
Watermelon Ice Cream Bars
Servings: 8

Watermelon Curd:
3/4
cup watermelon juice
2
tablespoons lime juice
1/2
cup honey
1
pinch salt
3
eggs, lightly beaten
1/2
cup butter (1 stick), cut into small cubes

Crust:
8
2
1
4

graham crackers, crushed
tablespoons honey
pinch salt
tablespoons butter, melted and cooled
basil leaves, for garnish

Whipped Cream:
1
cup heavy whipping cream
To make watermelon curd: In medium, heavybottomed saucepan, combine watermelon juice,
lime juice, honey and salt. Stir to combine then
add eggs.
Place pan over medium heat and cook, adding
cubed butter to pan and stirring constantly,
until mixture thickens and coats back of wooden
spoon. Immediately remove from heat and
carefully pour through fine mesh sieve. Cool
completely in refrigerator.
To make crust: Preheat oven to 350 F.
In food processor, pulse graham crackers until
rough crumbs form. Add honey, salt and melted
butter; pulse until mixture resembles wet sand.
Line 8-by-8-inch pan with parchment paper then
press graham cracker mixture into bottom of pan
in even layer. Bake crust about 10 minutes, or
until just beginning to brown. Allow crust to cool
completely.

Watermelon Gelato
Servings: 8
2
1/2
1 1/2

cups pureed watermelon
cup sugar
tablespoons cornstarch

1
3
1/2

cup fat-free half-and-half
tablespoons lemon juice
cup whipping cream

In blender, blend watermelon, sugar,
cornstarch, half-and-half, lemon juice and
whipping cream until smooth.
Using ice cream maker, process gelato
according to manufacturer’s instructions.
To make whipped cream: When crust and curd
are completely cooled, in large bowl, whip
cream until stiff peaks form.
Gently push cream to one side of bowl and pour
in watermelon curd. Using spatula, gently fold
cream and watermelon curd together until no
streaks are visible.
Pour creamy watermelon mixture over graham
cracker crust. Freeze dessert completely, 4-6
hours or overnight.
When ready to serve, loosen sides with small
spatula or butter knife. Turn out onto cutting board and use large spatula to flip so graham cracker crust is on
bottom. Cut into eight bars and top each with basil leaf.
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Monthly Puzzles with a Few Words of Country Wisdom Tossed in fer Good Measure!
Theme: 4th of July
ACROSS
1. Cutting the mustard
5. French vineyard
8. Expression of satisfaction
11. Chicago’s Navy ____
12. Not that
13. Lock horns
15. Sound of pride
16. Tom Hanks’ character had this in
“Philadelphia”
17. Dre’s headphones
18. *Handheld firework
20. Eurozone money
21. Chinese weight units
22. Campaigned
23. *Popular July Fourth salad
26. Ltd
30. A in I.P.A.
31. Type of embellished surface
34. Dunking treat
35. Potato state
37. Type of poem
38. Rabbit trap
39. “I, Claudius” role
40. As much as necessary
42. Opposite of trans- in chemistry
43. Bring into servitude
45. *Bottle ____
47. Ill temper
48. Olive branch
50. Campaign worker
52. *Declaration signer
55. Extinct Italic language
56. Forsaken or desolate
57. Rumpelstiltskin’s weaver
59. Between Egypt and Algeria
60. Heed
61. At the summit
62. Beaver’s construction
63. “I Thee ____”
64. *Liberty Bell did it to mark
Declaration reading

DOWN
1. Calendar abbr.
2. Life stories, for short
3. Faith jump?
4. Misprints
5. *Cooler purpose
6. *Fair attractions
7. CCCP, in English
8. Lab culture
9. Type of pilot
10. “For ____ a jolly ...”
12. Hit 80’s song “____ ____ Me”
13. Crosswise, on deck
14. *Popular type of July Fourth
gathering
19. Two to one, e.g.
22. Antonym of keep
23. *”Common Sense” author
24. *Like the days of 1776
25. Crocodile ones are insincere
26. Place, in French
27. Race course
28. Causing fear
29. “That thou ____, do quickly”
32. Like a certain ranger
33. Fuss
36. *4th of July, e.g.
38. Sudden upset
40. The night before
41. Dad’s mom
44. Gladiators’ battlefield
46. Cold storage
48. Space exploration mission
49. Dog-____ pages
50. “Heat of the Moment” band
51. Intercontinental ballistic missile
52. Opposite of ebb
53. I, to a Greek
54. High part of day
55. Like Methuselah
58. Fuel economy acronym

CROSSWORD

Fun Facts About Bacon
The word bacon means “meat from the back of an animal.”

Running bacon under cold water will reduce shrinkage by up to
50%. Also, always cook bacon in the oven for 10 minutes at
350 degrees for maximum flavor.

The phrase “bringing home the bacon” originated back
in the 12th century when a church in England offered a side of
bacon to any man who could swear before the church that he
70% of all bacon in the US is eaten at breakfast time.
had not fought or quarrelled with his wife for a year and a day. More than 2 billion pounds of bacon is produced each
Any man who could “bring home the bacon” was highly respected year in the US.
in his community.
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Land Sales Success – Built by the Acre

WE ARE #1 IN LAND AND FARMS SALES IN WV!
Richard Grist, Broker at Foxfire Realty, invites you to visit our website, FoxfireNation.com,
to see why we are the leader in land and farm sales in West Virginia.

Richard Grist, Broker

