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See how Callie turned her
passion for agriculture
into a career.

WHERE WILL
YOUR PATH
LEAD?
Almost 60,000 annual job openings in agricultural and
renewable natural resources mean a real future.
With the benefits of the WVU System on a smaller campus,
WVU Potomac State College prepares students for successful
careers in the agriculture and forestry fields.
Three farms provide 800 acres of living labs. Students can also
use the Innovation Lab to turn an idea for a new product into a
fully manufactured prototype.
Our two-year degree can be built to a four-year degree on
the Morgantown campus, or students can go straight into the
workforce. We also offer a four-year degree in Sustainable
Agriculture and Entrepreneurship (SAGE).

Learn more at potomacstatecollege.edu.

Callie Taylor, former agriculture business management major
Owner and operator of The Herd Brand
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Around the Dome
Dwayne O’Dell, WVFB Director of Government Relations
The 2021 West Virginia Legislature finished
its 60-day session on April 10. A total of 2,031
bills and nearly 300 resolutions were considered.
There were 281 bills that passed both the House
of Delegates and the Senate. At the time of
the writing of this article, Governor Justice
has signed 127 bills. Many major bills passed,
including the Intermediate Court of Appeals, the
Hope Scholarship Program, and the Jump Start
Savings Program.
The second half of the session focused
primarily on the State budget and the Governor’s
effort to start eliminating the personal income
tax (PIT) on earnings. Approximately 43
percent of the State budget of $4.5 billion is
derived from the PIT. Three different proposals
were considered, but in the end there was not
enough support from the House of Delegates to
eliminate the PIT.
Governor Justice plans to have several
town hall meetings to explain his vision for
elimination of the PIT and how it might be an
incentive for people to move to West Virginia.
Speaker of the House Roger Hanshaw has
recommended a thorough review of what
Florida, Tennessee, and other states did when
they eliminated their PIT.
Other bills of importance to the agricultural
community included:

HB 2633 (also known as the Farm Bill).
This bill amends and updates the entire
Chapter 19 of the West Virginia Code. Major
changes include an update to the members of
the Livestock Care Standards Board. Pending
approval by the Governor, the poultry industry
will now have a representative to serve on the
board that will be an advisory committee to
the Agriculture Commissioner to set standards
of care for farm livestock and poultry. The bill
awaits the Governor’s approval or veto.
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SB 160 is a
Rules Bundle that
authorizes the
Department of
Revenue to write
rules exempting
“high tunnels”
from taxation as a farm building. Counties
have been using various methods to tax and in
some cases to not tax these structures. This bill
will eliminate the tax once newer rules are put
in place in 2022. SB 160 was approved by the
Governor on March 31, 2021.

HJR 3 This resolution proposed to amend
the State Constitution to authorize the West
Virginia Legislature to reduce or eliminate the
tax on various types of business and inventory
equipment, as well as the tax on motor vehicles.
This bill will require a vote by West Virginia
citizens to amend the State Constitution.

SB 464 originally would have had a major
effect on the West Virginia poultry industry,
as it required permits and training for poultry
producers conducting composting procedures.
The Department of Agriculture and your
lobbyist pointed out major problems with the
bill. Language was changed in the bill so that it
will now have no effect on current procedures.
The bill awaits the Governor’s approval or veto.
HB 2823 provides exemptions to the State
Fire Code, Building Code, and ICC International
Property Maintenance Code for agricultural
properties used primarily in the production of
agricultural products. This legislation will be
very important in the future as it will protect
farm properties from overreach by government
in the design and utilization of farm buildings.
This bill awaits the Governor’s approval or veto.
The use of antibiotics in the livestock and
poultry industries has long been studied

and reviewed. The last time a new family of
antibiotics was introduced was in the 1970s. In
2017, the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) began
an attempt to move antimicrobial usage from
over the counter to prescription status. A recent
FDA report indicates a decrease in tetracycline
usage of 35 percent in cattle and hogs and over
45 percent in poultry.
The problem with most of today’s antibiotic
technology is that most products that have an
effect bacterially will also select for product
resistance over a period of time. Some data
from Canada now suggest that genetic selection
may be accomplished in dairy cattle in regard
to mastitis issues. It appears that heritability
for disease resistance may be higher than
scientists previously thought. A grant through
the Consortium for Antimicrobial Stewardship
is currently looking at identifying a potential
genetic role in disease resistance for bovine
respiratory disease (BRD) in high performing
feedlot cattle.
California recently passed Proposition 12
which sets production standards for raising
certain types of meat animals. The law will
apply not only to in-state activities but also
to livestock that is produced in other states if
producers want to market products in California.
It particularly affects producers of veal, pork,
and poultry. The North American Meat
Institute, along with 20 states, is challenging
this law before the Supreme Court of the United
States (SCOTUS). If the law is allowed to
stand, then California or any other state could
mandate facility and management practices in
other states. Ultimately, this could become an
expensive nightmare for producers, as each state
might have varying rules.

This is not the first time that California has
enacted such a law. In 2010, the state enacted
Proposition 2, which established confinement
requirements for egg-laying hens of out-of-state
producers. The law stated that the action was
necessary to product consumers from foodborne pathogens.
Finally, I hope each of you have a great
summer as you work and manage your land.
As we look to the future, I am reminded of a
Native American saying: “We do not inherit
the land from our ancestors; we borrow it from
our children.” What we leave for our children
will require courage. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt said, “Courage is not the absence of
fear, but rather the assessment that something
else is more important than fear.”
Have a great day!

Post your FREE Classified
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com

In past cases, SCOTUS has held such
requirements to be outside the Commerce
Clause and thus unconstitutional. In a 2019
case, the court held that the Commerce Clause
of the Constitution restricts state protectionism.
Twenty states have filed “amicus curiae” (friend
of the court) briefs. This is a way of providing
additional information to the court. Texas,
Kansas, Ohio, Indiana, Nebraska, and West
Virginia are among the states that have filed
briefs.
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The Voice of Agriculture
in Washington
Zippy Duvall
If you work in agriculture, you know it’s not just
a way of life – it is life. The farms we live on and
operate become as much a part of our identity
as our last name or our ancestry. I, myself, am a
third-generation farmer. I have tried to uphold my
family’s legacy with hopes that my children will do
the same after I’m gone.
But the next generation of farmers faces a severe
challenge if a proposal in the U.S. Senate is passed.
The Sensible Taxation and Equity Promotion
(STEP) Act would eliminate the stepped-up basis
tax provision and tax capital gains at death.
Tax issues can be complicated, and many
people’s eyes glaze over when taxes are discussed,
but this is important. This could mean the
difference between a thriving farm or your
children being forced to sell off that farm bit by bit.

The senators who
proposed the STEP
Act call stepped-up
basis a “loophole”
that provides “an
unfair advantage to the wealthy heirs every year.”
But, make no mistake, collecting capital gains
taxes at death amounts to a tax increase on the
middle class. Wealthy Americans have teams of
attorneys and accountants who can figure out how
to protect assets. Middle-class Americans don’t
have those resources. The value of a farm is tied up
in land and equipment and very few of us have the
available cash to pay these increased taxes while
keeping the farm running.

This isn’t just an agriculture issue. Eliminating
stepped-up basis will affect small, family-owned
businesses across the country—from the local
pizza shop in town to the
This is how stepped-up
Eliminating
stepped-up
homebuilder, and really any
basis works. When you pass
American wanting to pass
basis will affect small,
away, your children inherit
on family assets to the next
your farm. As it stands now,
family-owned
businesses
generation. In fact, a recent
the value of the farm is set at
study shows eliminating
across the country.
the time of the inheritance.
stepped-up basis would cost
If your children choose to
the
economy
$10
billion
and 80,000 jobs a year.
sell, they face capital gains taxes on the increase
in value since they took ownership. If steppedThe American Farm Bureau is working with
up basis is eliminated, they would be forced to
lawmakers to help them understand that this
pay taxes on appreciation from the previous
plan will kill small businesses, lead to more
generation plus appreciation during the time
consolidation and ultimately force people out
they’ve owned the operation. In some states, that
of their jobs. We urge you to get involved, too.
could mean taxes of more than $1,000 per acre.
Contact your senator and representative and ask
What’s worse, there is talk of instituting a “tax
at death,” which would force your children to pay
capital gains taxes once they have inherited the
farm. Imagine dealing with the loss of a loved one
and then being forced to take out expensive loans,
or worse, sell the farm your parents spent their
lives protecting, just to pay the taxes. “Tax at death”
would be in addition to any estate taxes due, so the
impact would be especially damaging.
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them to protect hardworking Americans who want
to pass their success on to the next generation.
Vincent “Zippy” Duvall, a poultry, cattle and
hay producer from Greene County, Georgia, is
the 12th president of the American Farm Bureau
Federation.
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Long distances. Heavy feed. Big livestock. Ranching is never light
work, so we accessorized a Defender with rancher bumpers and
a power tilt-bed to give ranchers like Sean Labrie a workhorse
capable of the heaviest ranch tasks.
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we accessorized a Defender with rancher bumpers and a power tilt-bed to give
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Call or click today: www.ClevelandBrothers.com/DigtoSave | 844.720.4CAT
*Offer valid from Jan 1, 2021 through Jun 30, 2021 on new 311 through 318 Cat® excavators sold or leased by Cleveland Brothers. Purchase or lease must occur during offer period. Offer
subject to machine availability and credit approval by Cat Financial. Not all customers will qualify. Offer may change without prior notice and cannot be combined with any other offers.
Additional terms and conditions may apply. Contact your Cat dealer for details. **The offered Cat Customer Value Agreement (CVA) includes 3 maintenance parts kits; TA1 equipment
inspection; VisionLink connectivity; and a 3 year/3000 hour Powertrain, Hydraulics and Technology Equipment Protection Plan (EPP). The maintenance parts cover the first 1,500 hours of
machine utilization. The kit contains one set of parts for regular planned maintenance under normal operating conditions. In some severe applications where maintenance parts need to
be replaced more frequently, the additional parts will be at the customer’s expense. Offer excludes additional maintenance parts, dealer labor, wear parts, S∙O∙SSM and fluids. AT01292021
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Lines to the Ladies
Pam Hessler, WLC Chair
As I reflect on my time serving
on the state Women’s Leadership
Committee (WLC) the last 25+
years, I want to dedicate this
entire article on a project the WLC
has been involved in since its
inception, our partnership with
the Ronald McDonald House
Charities (RMHC). In 1997,
the AFB Women’s Leadership
Committee partnered with RMHC and challenged
each of the states to join this program. I’m proud
to state that West Virginia joined the challenge
24 years ago and it is one of our core projects that
we look forward to each year. The project was
first referred to as Food Check-Out Day and the
state events would coordinate to the week when
most Americans had earned enough to pay for
their entire year’s food supply (if we didn’t have
to pay for anything else). In the early years of
this program, that week was in late February. As
inflation has gone up and down, the event moved
to March and later. The purpose of this event
has remained the same, it is a celebration of the
safe, abundant, and affordable food produced by
America’s hardworking farmers and ranchers and
sharing that news and helping supply food to the
families staying at a Ronald McDonald House.
The first Ronald McDonald House (RMH)
opened in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1974,
recognizing the need for parents to stay close
to their hospitalized child. Today, there are
more than 375 RMHs across the world. They are
located near top children’s hospitals and allow
parents who are far from home to stay close to
their hospitalized child and benefit from the
comforts of home without incurring hotel and
food costs. A very minimal lodging fee is charged
to the family if anything at all. Each house has
rooms that resemble hotel rooms, but the families
also have access to family rooms, recreation and
playrooms, laundry rooms, and fully stocked
kitchens, pantries, and freezers full of food. It is
8 West Virginia Farm Bureau News

literally a home
away from home
where a family can
be near their sick
child and not have
to worry about
paying for lodging
and food, only what is most important, the health
of their child.
Ronald McDonald Houses are only partially
funded by McDonald’s Corporation, and in
2019, over $126 million was donated worldwide
through McDonald’s Corporation, franchisees, and
customers. RMHC relies on many other corporate
and organizational partners and volunteers to help
support their mission to serve families.
For those that aren’t as familiar with the project,
nearly all WV county farm bureaus through the years
have financially supported the WLC’s project to
supply food to all three Ronald McDonald Houses
in WV; Charleston, Huntington, and Morgantown.
Many counties send money to the WVFB for this
project and the money is divided among the three
RMH. ALL money donated has been used to
purchase perishable food (meats and frozen food) to
fill their pantries and freezers. In addition, counties
have held local food drives for non-perishable food,
and other events to raise money to donate to their
specific RMH in the state. Trust me, we ladies are
bargain shoppers and do our best to get the best
price and stretch the funds as far as we can, netting
the most food for each RMH.
Before COVID-19, county farm bureau
members would meet on a designated day for
each of the three RMHs. Large groups of us would
shop for the perishable food near the designated
RMH with the money donated by the counties as
well as deliver any food and other items that were
collected in those counties.
WVFB has been recognized multiple times
for being one of the top states in their total

support of the RMHC. The state WLC is proud
of that accomplishment as we all should be. We
are a small membership state but as most West
Virginians always do, we rise and give of our hearts,
time, and money to those at need. In fact, over
the years many WVFB families have utilized the
services at one of our RMHs, so that makes it even
more special to us. In 2018, we raised $15,500, in
2019 - $22,378, and in 2020 it was only $5,775. This
was due to COVID and the strict lockdowns as we
could not hold our county food drives so the only
donation was the monetary donations from the
county farm bureaus. Several of our county farm
bureaus have routinely held local events that would
raise several thousand dollars for food. We were
unable to hold our in-person events so each house
was sent 1/3 of the total donated. We are hopeful
to raise more this year.
Each WV Ronald McDonald House has a WVFB
YF&R Book Barn complete with ag accurate books
that are read by the families and siblings while
visiting the RMH. These book barns were donated
by county farm bureaus and they continue to
update new AFB Foundation Books of the Year to
grow their libraries.
If that were not enough, over the years county
farm bureaus in West Virginia have also helped
purchase refrigerators, freezers, stoves, and other
large items when operating funds were low at one of
our RMHs. This continued dedication and heartfelt
act reflects our motto, “We pull the most, when we
pull together.” It truly makes me FB Proud!
Over these years, I have spoken to many
families who happened to be at the Morgantown
Ronald McDonald House on the day of our event
that have always expressed their sincere gratitude
for our contribution of food, money, and other
items so their only worry is the health of their
child. Their hugs are long and strong, and you see
the appreciation in their eyes.

I would like to thank all our county farm bureau
members, the board of directors, and the WLC
members across our state for their continued
support, and especially for the support over the
past 24 years.
If you would like to personally donate, you are
welcome to forward your checks to the WVFB state
office and designate it as a donation for the RMH.
I look forward to getting back to normal so
we can once again visit with the RMHs and the
families who are visiting their facilities. Each year
after the event, when I would drive the two hours
home to Berkeley Springs from the Morgantown
Ronald McDonald House, my heart would feel
much like the Grinch because it always felt 10
times larger and I would thank God for his many
blessings, ask him to bless all those children and
their families, and thank God for Farm Bureau.
If you have any questions about this event or how
you can help, please feel free to reach out to me.
Blessings from my home to yours!

ZETT’S
TRI-STATE

FISH FARM & HATCHERY
878 Hatchery Road • Inwood, WV 25428

(304) 229-3654
www.zettsfishhatchery.com

Over 30 species available
Colorful Catalog Upon Request - or view online
Truck Deliver- UPS - Pickup
Come Fish Our Lakes - Catch Your Own
1-100 lb fish - see our website for Rates

Currently, the RMHs are still under strict
visitation regulations due to COVID-19 and not
all grocery stores are open to large groups of
volunteers to shop for food, so we may not be able
to meet again to shop for each of the houses this
year. So, the WLC has designated the month of
May as Support our WV Ronald McDonald Houses.
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Planning for the
Future of Your Farm
Danielle Grant, Young Farmer Chairperson

YOUNG FARMER & RANCHER COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIPS
The Young Farmer & Rancher Committee will be awarding two high school seniors
each a $500 scholarship. In order to be eligible, the student or their parents/guardians
must be a current dues paying Farm Bureau member. This is open to any 4-H/
FFA member. Simply go to wvffa.net, click on FFA Programs and complete the FFA
Foundation Scholarship Application. In addition to the scholarship, please attach a 500
word essay explaining “How has the WV Farm Bureau impacted my life?”

HARVEST HAY
HARVEST HAY

Applications MUST be received by May 21, 2021 . Please send applications to
Michelle Wilfong, 2350 Wesley Chapel Rd., Dunmore, WV 24934. If you have additional
questions, please call (304)456-4652.
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What’s growing at the state fair?

S

pring is here and with it the anticipation of the upcoming gardening season.
This is especially true for a hardworking group of WVU Extension Service
volunteers – the Greenbrier Valley Extension Master Gardeners. Each year, the
group logs more than 2,500 hours of volunteer time on various activities across
the Greenbrier Valley. The largest of these activities is the work done at the
West Virginia Master Gardener Association Demonstration Garden located
on the West Virginia state fairgrounds in Fairlea, West Virginia.

The garden is a magnificent example
of what the Master Gardener program
brings to the state. It has been in
existence since 2003 when the newly
formed Greenbrier Valley Extension
Master Gardeners partnered with the
State Fair of West Virginia to establish
a 50-by-50 perennial plot. It has now
blossomed into eight gardens and a
high tunnel for fairgoers to enjoy.
Showcasing the gardening possibilities
in the Mountain State, visitors that
pass through the garden each year
marvel at the beauty and detail that
is put into the project. Fairgoers will
find several scenes as they make their
way down the garden path, including
an herb garden, a Zen garden and
a wildflower garden, passing by an
assortment of flowers and plants along
the way. Each year, the volunteers
plant heritage or heirloom varieties
of vegetables in the area known as the
heritage garden. Many of these varieties

are unique and dated in history,
like the Armenian cucumbers or Coal
Camp pole beans. In the orchard area
just on the other side of the heritage
garden, visitors will find a row of
espalier apple trees.
The high tunnel exhibits the latest
varieties and cultivation methods
for high tunnel
production. The goal
of the garden is to
give people ideas and
inspiration that they
can take back to
their own backyards
and communities
across the state.
The Master Gardener
Demonstration
Garden showcases
what collaboration,
hard work and
green thumbs

can accomplish when they come
together to reach a common goal.
Volunteers work in the garden nearly
every Saturday from April through
November, at which time the garden
is put to bed for the winter. This year’s
garden is sure to be a good one that
you won’t want to miss out on when
you attend the 2021 State Fair of West
Virginia. If you want to know more
about the Master Gardener program
or about becoming a member, contact
your local WVU Extension Service
office or visit extension.wvu.edu.
By Josh Peplowski, W VU Extension
Service Agent – Greenbrier County

The high tunnel located on the West Virginia state
fairgrounds exhibits the varieties and cultivation
methods for production.

Insert provided by WVU Extension Service and Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design
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Want to extend your grazing season?

Around
Our State
West Virginia
a leader in
COVID-19 vaccine
administration
West Virginia has experienced
landmark times these past few
months as the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration authorized
three COVID-19 vaccines.

As of late March 2021, 70% of
West Virginians 65 years of age
and older have been vaccinated.
Confirmed COVID-19 cases
have decreased by more than
80% since December 2020.
All West Virginians 16 years of
age and older are now eligible
for COVID-19 vaccination.
Stopping a pandemic requires
using all public health tools
available, and vaccination is
our strongest tool yet. Choosing
to be vaccinated
can help end this
pandemic and
protect our
communities.

Spring 2021

I

f you’re looking
to extend the
grazing season
this year,
here are a few
management
tips to consider:
• Select a pasture
or hay field,
and graze or
hay it off by
late July or
mid-August.

To help extend your grazing season, give the animals only
enough area to feed for one to seven days.

• Apply 50 to 60 pounds of nitrogen
per acre using urea or ammonia
sulfate. If a recent soil test indicates
that soil phosphorus is low, use
diammonia phosphate (DAP, 1846-0) at 100 to 200 pounds per
acre to provide 18 to 36 pounds
of nitrogen and 46 to 92 pounds
of phosphate.
• Keep livestock out of the selected
field until late October to early
December, depending on when
other pasture is grazed off and
when the animals need the feed.
• Fields of orchardgrass and bluegrass
should be grazed in October and
November. These grasses are killed
by freezing weather and cattle
will not eat them well past early
December.
Smooth bromegrass and reeds
canarygrass are sensitive to fall
dormancy and also should be
grazed off early.
• Tall fescue holds up to freezing
weather and can be used for
grazing from December through
March. Strip grazing provides the
most grazing days from an area
of stockpiled grass.

Give the animals only enough
area to feed for one to seven days.
If stockpiled tall fescue has been
fertilized with nitrogen, its crude
protein content will be adequate for
beef cattle in December and January.
If no nitrogen fertilizer is used or
if there is a lot of rainy weather in
December and January, animals
may need a protein supplement
when grazing fescue in February
and March.
Forage testing and knowing
your animal’s feed requirement
will determine if and how much
supplemental protein is needed.
More detailed information on
stockpiling tall fescue for winter
grazing can be found in the
“Grazing Stockpiled Tall Fescue”
fact sheet available from your
county WVU Extension Service
agent or on the WVU Extension
Service website at https://extension.
wvu.edu/files/d/c7fd7646b42d-4d6a-94cf-f8ff7da2aec7/
grazing-stockpiled-tall-fescue_
digital.pdf.
By Ed Rayburn, WVU Extension
Service Agronomy Specialist

Insert provided by WVU Extension Service and Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design
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Blackberries: A profitable crop for West Virginia farms

W

ith a growing interest in
prepicked or pick-yourown (U-pick) fruit, West Virginia
landowners should consider growing
either small fruits or tree fruits on
farms.
Blackberries are native to eastern
North America and can easily survive
the winter while adapting to the
overall growing environment of
Appalachia, making them an ideal
fruit crop for West Virginia.

to 1,000 feet of the planting site to
prevent spread of serious pests, such
as viruses or leaf/cane rust.
Purchase tissue-cultured or dormant
bare root plants from a reputable
nursery and plant in early to midApril.

For summer (or floricane-bearing)
thornless varieties, ‘Natchez’ and
‘Ouachita’ are excellent options. Two
newer varieties with great potential
are ‘Ponca’ and ‘Caddo,’ which also
are thornless varieties with firm,
large fruit.
For fall primocane blackberries,
‘PrimeArk Freedom’ and ‘PrimeArk
Traveler’ are outstanding variety
choices.

Planting and care
For blackberry planting, choose
a sloped area with full sun and
sufficient soil and air drainage. The
soil should have a pH of 6 to 6.5
and be free of any perennial weeds.
Be sure to remove or kill any wild
bramble vines that are within 500

Most blackberry crops can produce
for a five- to six-year period within
the high tunnel before needing to
be reestablished.

Pests
Spotted wing drosophila is one of
the most problematic invasive pests
of blackberries.
Females lay their eggs under the skin
of ripening fruits in the final weeks
before harvesting. Eggs can hatch
in two to 72 hours.

They are generally easier to grow
than raspberries, produce a higher
yield per plant, have a greater fruit
shelf-life and can be priced similar to
raspberries, bringing an average retail
price of $3 to $4 per pint in many
regions of the state.
As other regions of the country
continue to expand blackberry
acreage, there are more adaptable
varieties of summer- and fall-bearing
berries to choose from.

of floricane- and primocane-fruiting
varieties can be planted.

Blackberries can easily survive the
winter while adapting to the growing
environment of Appalachia, which
make them an ideal fruit crop for
West Virginia.

The larvae can reach a length of
4 millimeters and feed under the
skin of the fruit causing brown
sunken areas. The damage caused
by the larvae sometimes shows
after crops are harvested.
At room temperature, fruit can
change from normal to soft and
maggot-infested within a day
or two.

Because blackberries need a minimum
of 1 inch of water per week during
fruiting, regular watering with drip
irrigation is suggested. The berries
should be trellised to support the
canes and improve marketable yield.

When spotted wing drosophila are
present on blackberries, there are
several cultural practices that can
reduce damage, such as removing
any old fruit that remains on stems
or that has fallen to the ground.

Fall primocane blackberries must
regularly be tipped to encourage
lateral shoot development. When the
crop has finished fruiting, the canes
should be mowed to ground level.

High tunnel production

Other insects that can cause
problems on blackberries are
thrips, tarnished plant bugs, yellow
jackets, Japanese beetles, sap beetles,
leafrollers, strawberry clippers and
others.

Blackberries are especially suited
for high tunnel culture, which can
be used to accelerate early and late
harvest of blackberries. For both
early and late harvest, a mixture

By Lewis W. Jett, W VU Extension
Service Commercial Horticulture
Specialist and Carlos Quesada,
W VU Extension Service
Entomology Specialist

Insert provided by WVU Extension Service and Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design
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The benefits of composting

C

omposting is the process of plant
and animal material turning into an
organic matter. If left alone long enough,
any natural material will decompose
eventually, but compost is a way of
speeding up the process. A finished
compost will increase soil fertility,
increase the soil’s water-holding capacity
and improve soil structure and biology.

What is compost?
A compost contains yard waste and other
plant material, kitchen scraps, newspaper
and cardboard. Hay, straw and manure
are other great additions to the compost
recipe, provided herbicides containing
aminopyralid, clopyralid or picloram
have not been used on those fields. These
herbicides can carry over into hay, straw
and even the manure of animals grazed
in fields treated with those herbicides
and cause issues in plants when applied.
If these materials are received from
another source, ask if those fields have
been treated and with what. If in doubt,
leave it out.

Manure vs. compost
In the farming community, manure
alone is a popular soil additive. Both
manure and compost have the benefit
of being a natural source of fertilization,
replenishing nutrients back into fields.
However, there’s a big difference between
manure and compost, even though raw
manure is often a key ingredient of
compost. Compost contains less water,
meaning it weighs less, and should
have no odor.
When used as a soil additive, compost
releases nutrients much slower than raw
manure or synthetic fertilizers, which
make nutrients more readily available to
plants in the first year after application.
The result of using compost is improving
soil health, structure and biological
activity over a much longer term.
Spring 2021

This passive compost is not yet finished,
as materials are still recognizable.

Composting process
During the composting process, bacteria
breaks down all materials, releasing
carbon dioxide and water into the
atmosphere. The volume of product
will decrease as a result. There are two
main forms of composting – active
composting and passive composting.
An active, or hot pile, will maintain
high temperatures and need to be
turned regularly. Properly maintained
temperatures will kill weed seeds or
diseases in plant residue. A passive, or
cold pile, will compost at a much slower
rate but requires less maintenance.
The process is considered complete
when the materials used are no longer
recognizable. A finished compost will
look and feel like a dark, healthy soil.
The composting formula, methods and
process used will depend on what types
of material are used and how much
is available. Trial and error is the best
method.
If you’re starting a compost pile, you’re
taking a great step toward reducing your
environmental footprint and helping
nature turn what some may consider
trash back into a healthy soil additive.
By Emily Morrow, WVU Extension
Service Agent – Jefferson County

WVU Update
The West Virginia University
Extension Service and the
WVU Davis College of
Agriculture, Natural Resources,
and Design are pleased
to offer this educational
insert to the Farm
Bureau NEWS as
a service to West
Virginians.
Check our websites
for more news (extension.wvu.
edu and davis.wvu.edu).
Lindsay Wiles, Editor
Greg Jacobs, Graphic Designer
Editorial Planning Committee:
Hannah Booth, Ronnie
Helmondollar, Lewis Jett,
John Murray, Kevin Shaffer,
Ben Spong, Lindsay Wiles,
Lindsay Willey and Dana
Wright
WVU is an EEO/Affirmative
Action Employer – Minority/Female/
Disability/Veteran
In accordance with Federal law
and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, this institution is prohibited
from discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, age,
disability, and reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all
programs).
The WVU Board of Governors
is the governing body of WVU. The
Higher Education Policy Commission
in West Virginia is responsible
for developing, establishing, and
overseeing the implementation of a
public policy agenda for the state’s
four-year colleges and universities.
Reasonable accommodations will
be made to provide this content
in alternate formats upon request.
Contact the WVU Extension
Service Office of Communications
AG21-19
at 304-293-4222.
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Protecting West Virginia
Taxpayers
Patrick Morrisey
Our office has been
attentively watching
every move the Biden
Administration makes — particularly those that
have the potential to harm West Virginians and
we recently found a major problem hidden deep
within the new COVID law.
That law contains an unconstitutional provision
that impinges upon West Virginia’s sovereignty and
its well-established, constitutional power to lower
taxes for its citizens.
We acknowledge Congress has authority to place
some limits on how federal aid is spent, however,
such power is not unlimited. This legislation,
especially by using the word “indirectly,” steps far
beyond the acceptable boundary since it restricts
the use of stimulus funds to offset a reduction in
revenues even if it does so indirectly.

that the legislation’s ambiguous term, “indirectly,”
would not be interpreted in a manner that violates
the Constitution.
Needless to say, the Treasury Secretary’s
response was not satisfactory. Our office was left
with no option other than seeking a court order
to protect West Virginia’s interests by prohibiting
enforcement of the federal tax mandate and
declaring it unconstitutional.
We stand ready to meet the Biden
administration in court over this unprecedented
exercise of federal power — one of the most
egregious power grabs in our nation’s history.
We take great issue with Congress’ decision to
potentially deny states the ability to cut taxes, even
if these states would have enacted tax cuts without
COVID-19 relief funds.

The problem with that is money is fungible in
state budgets and Congress may not micromanage
a state’s fiscal policies.

I won’t let the federal government run
roughshod over West Virginia. I want to give West
Virginia the flexibility to make the tax changes it
sees fit without handcuffs by the feds.

The tax mandate in this bill puts states in an
untenable predicament. It’s not a real choice for a
state to turn down their COVID relief money. West
Virginia’s share, for example, represents more than
25 percent of one year’s budget.

Protecting taxpayers from such unconstitutional
overreach will ensure that West Virginia can set
tax policies without interference and reach her full
potential.

But it’s also not a real choice for the state to
forfeit one of its core constitutional functions
– its ability to lower taxes for its citizens, which
ultimately would lead to a reduction in revenue.
Simply put, this means the federal government
cannot strip from West Virginia one of its core
constitutional functions in exchange for a large check.
Without our lawsuit, future West Virginia
taxpayers could be set up for a big bill from the feds
years from now, should the federal government
one day choose to claw back this money.
Our team joined a broad coalition of attorneys
general in seeking to avoid litigation. We sought
an assurance from the U.S. Treasury Department

Patrick Morrisey is the Attorney General of
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God, Farming and
Sourdough Bread

...Stories from the Farm

Susan Wilkins Taylor
Agriculture has been a part of my life my whole
life. Even at just six months old, I was spending
mornings in the sheep barn, strapped to my
mother’s back, during lambing season. Riding in
the cattle truck with my dad has been a precious
time for me for as long as I can remember, with
some of my earliest memories as child being of
curling up on a pillow of coats and falling asleep,
too exhausted to keep my eyes open. I still
remember the feeling of security and safety in that
little nest. (I also may still fall asleep from time to
time when riding along on cattle hauls.)
There was a time during high school when all I
could think about was getting away from the farm.
But when I tried testing my wings, the farm called

me back. I cannot even
imagine a different
way of life, or any better way of life. This is where
life begins. This is where I see the work of God in
each and every day – in the baby calves, the blades
of grass that push through the mud, the corn that
sprouts. This is where miracles happen.
Even in all the confusion and weariness of the
last year, I take incredible comfort in the fact that
life on the farm has had to go on. The cattle still
have to be fed, fattened, hauled to pasture and
hauled home. Baby calves are still born and crops
still have to be planted and harvested. Miracles
have still happened.
My husband and I got on the subject of “roots”
recently. And how so many of the problems of our
current society might be because too many people
have lost touch of where they come from. Too many
people do not have - or do not value - the ties to a
place or a family that keeps them grounded. Too
many people have lost sight of the history from
which we were born.
I am so grateful for the people over the years who
have helped me see the importance of staying true
to my roots. My parents, my brother, and my uncle
Charles have been - and continue to be - the biggest
influences on my decisions to want to be a part of
the farm. But then there was someone like Ashley
Roomsburg Suddath who helped me realize that
being a 15 year old girl and being in FFA could be
cool. There was Donald Michael, who constantly
reminded me to find what I was passionate about
and put God first in everything I did. There was
Tanya Nickerson, who took me to my first Young
Farmers conference in California and challenged
me to “do more.” And in the last few years, there
has been my husband, who did not grow up as a
farm kid, but seems to understand this pull to the
land and the animals, as if he has been here his
entire life.
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I see the miracles. I see the baby calves and the
green grass that brings so much hope for a new
season. I am filled with gratitude, when so much
seems in turmoil, that I can find a sense of purpose
and a place to belong here on this mountain farm.
But I also see the tiredness and weariness in my
brother and my dad’s faces this spring. I see the
sadness in my brother’s eyes and the droop of his
shoulders when we bring a laboring cow in and he
has to deliver a dead calf. I see the worry about how
the crops will fare and how we will feed all these
animals when it does not rain enough; or too much.
I see the anxiety and stress when it comes time
to sell our cattle, often when the market has just
dropped. I see how heavy the responsibility weighs
on their shoulders sometimes of all these lives they
care for; and the responsibility to keep this farm
going. It makes me more determined than ever to
help ease the load.
I know there are many who are tired and many
who are discouraged! Also, there are many who
might shake their heads at this silly girl’s ramblings
about miracles in mud and sprouted seeds. But
to the farmers who might be reading this, please
know that this calling of yours is one from God. I,
and so many others, are tremendously thankful for
you. You are the caretakers of this land and these
animals of the Lord’s. You are the keepers of (truly)
so many miracles.
It is like a very wise and famous man once wrote
(not in its entirety);

before dawn, milk cows, and work all day in the
fields, milk cows again, eat supper, and then go to
town and stay past midnight at a meeting of the
school board.” So God made a farmer.
“I need somebody with arms strong enough to
rustle a calf and yet gentle enough to deliver his
own grandchild…I need somebody willing to sit up
all night with a newborn colt, and watch it die, then
dry his eyes and say, ‘Maybe next year.’” So God
made a farmer.
It had to be…Somebody who would bale a family
together with the soft strong bonds of sharing, who
would laugh and then sigh, and then reply, with
smiling eyes, when his son says he wants to spend
his life ‘doing what dad does.’ So God made a
farmer.”
And now, as I look at these wise words of Paul
Harvey, with both smiling and tear-filled eyes, all I
have left to say is, may God bless the farmer.

Grab Your Camera. Sunsets Just
Became a Life-Changing Experience.

“On the 8th day, God looked down on his
planned paradise and said, “I need a caretaker.” So
God made a farmer.
God said, “I need somebody willing to get up
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THREE MOUNTAINEERS
Shaped By the Land
By Mike Snyder
These sketches are about three old timers I became
friends with when we moved to Middle Mountain in
Randolph County in the early 1970’s.
TED
Ted was born in Pendleton County but came to
Middle Mountain where he married and raised his
children. He had quit driving but traipsed the area
afoot. One day while he was about to cross Laurel
Fork headed for Allegheny Mountain, I met him as
he crossed our sheep pasture.
He was stooped and had a peculiar way of
walking hard to describe. One of his eyes was
crossed and he held his head at somewhat of an
angle. It was easy to see he was a local man, so I
hailed him. We got to talking and right off I saw that
his demeanor radiated good will and friendliness.
He no longer did any “public works,” but
maintained a garden and little else other than to
roam the mountains. He came by our place fairly
often on his treks and became a favorite of our
young son.
He sometimes ate with us and whenever he
would leave he would always give Enoch some
pocket change. One day he pulled out his empty
pockets and apologized for having nothing in them.
By this time we knew him so well had we asked
him for the shirt he wore, I believe he would have
given it to us—that gives you an idea of the kind
of man he was. He had such a nature that totally
disarmed a person. He was without guile, pride or
pretense—just a humble man of the land.
Once, he told me how he killed three squirrels
without firing a shot. He took a piece of barbed
wire and guided it into a squirrel den and twisted
it around until it impaled the three bushy tails and
pulled them out.
One April day, a pal and I were going up Laurel
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to catch some trout. We came across Ted and he
decided to go along. He was over 80 at the time
and cut his own pole from a streamside sapling and
tied a hook and line to it. I don’t recall if we caught
trout or not, but I remember well that Ted fell into
the cold river and it gave him such a terrible cold
that he had to go to the hospital. I believe that he
would have done it all over again just to have been
on that springtime outing with us.
Ted could take a hickory limb of about two inches
in diameter and cut a bunch of foot-long narrow
strips off the bottom until little of the shaft remained;
then he’d fold them over and bind them with stout
cord and produced a broom of the kind that would
have been made and used by the early pioneers.
These brooms were so unique that the state
Cultural Center invited Ted to Charleston to
demonstrate making them at the annual Augusta
Gathering. Ted told me he’d go down there with
me, but at the last minute said he couldn’t handle
it. I went anyway and sat in Ted’s chair beneath
a sign bearing his name as a broom maker and
showed curious visitors his creative handiwork.
And no, I told them, I was not Ted, just his
friend.

10-Gauge Welded Deck
5 ½ inches deep with a reinforced
leading edge provides the air�ow
needed to tackle hard mowing conditions

Industry-Leading Frame Design
Large formed tubular frame rails serve
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the machine.
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I recall coming across Ted another time up
on Allegheny Mountain. There was an old bread
truck without wheels sitting beside a dirt road that
someone, had intended to use as a hunting camp.
Inside, in the driver’s seat with his hands on the
steering wheel, sat Ted. Where he was going, I
have no idea. But that’s how I like to remember
him--traveling on a journey somewhere in his
imagination.
OMER
A long, abandoned narrow gauge railroad
grade ran through our farm. At the turn of the
20th Century, countless loads of logs had come
down the Laurel Fork valley on those rails. One
summer day while as I was hammering away in
my blacksmith shop, I saw two fishermen passing
by. I stopped my work and learned they were from
down the Dry Fork, so asked them if I could join
them. That’s when I met Omer, a spry old timer
from days of yore. Well into his eighties, he still
waded into the river behind his house in the cold
of winter, running a trap line for muskrat, beaver
and mink. After he passed the 90 mark he was still
catching trout in the river.

As Memorial Day fast approaches, we call on readers to remember the
true meaning of the holiday. Pictured here is our relative, Warren Everett
Bonner, brother of our patriarch, Kermit Lloyd Bonner, who recently
passed away at 87 years of age. Unfortunately, Warren did not have the
opportunity to live into old age – Warren died in France serving this great
country during WWII. Warren was born on September 24, 1923 and
graduated from Davis High School in Tucker County in 1942. He then went
to Baltimore and worked as a crane operator until he was drafted. He
was a member of the 45th Division of the 179th Infantry and drowned on
September 4, 1944 in swift water near Epimal, France – less than a month
before his 21st birthday. His body was never recovered.
We have great respect for our military. Every year, in Warren’s honor, we
give free rides to veterans on Veteran’s Day. We also offer a 15% military
discount to active and retired servicemen and women every day of the year.

In his younger days, he had worked as a logger
when the virgin hardwoods were being logged. He
lived in a white farm house with German siding
on a piece of flat bottom land along the Dry Fork.
There was a big pear tree beside his house, and on
the other side of it, was another unpainted house
of similar size which was unoccupied. Omer
nearly always could be seen in good weather
beside his house splitting firewood with a doublebit axe for his wife’s wood cook stove. He had
numerous stacks of it piled up head high.
President Ronald Reagan sent Omer and his
wife Beulah a congratulatory letter from the White
House in honor of their 75th wedding anniversary.
I visited their home many times, often with our son
and daughter, Joy, and we were always welcome. I
also fished and hunted there on many occasions.
One day, Omer took down a very large double
bottom handmade hickory egg basket and gave
it to me. We still have this Appalachian classic
heirloom displayed in our home after all these
years.
When the 1985 flood waters brought death and
devastation to 35 West Virginia counties, they hit
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Massey Ferguson dealer to learn more.
masseyferguson.us
CHECK OUT THE MASSEY FERGUSON GC1700, 1700E AND 1700M SERIES
CHECK OUT THE
MASSEY FERGUSON
GC1700, 1700E AND
1700M SERIES

Lemon’s Farm Equipment

24 SADDLEBACK LANE • Davis, WV. 26260
(304) 866-4652
www.mountaintrailrides.com

Dealer Imprint Area

42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV
304-863-3469
www.lemonsfarmequipment.com

© 2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO®
and Massey Ferguson® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18TK007CRv02
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the Dry Fork with great fury. Omer’s place was
directly in its path. During the long and terrifying
dark night, the old couple, could feel and hear the
unfolding horror outside. The empty house beside
them was swept off its foundation and washed up
against their pear tree forming a barrier of safety
that prevented their house from destruction. They
survived and endured a long clean up afterwards
from the high waters and mud, but they prevailed.
Omer and Beulah were devout Christians. On
their wall was a framed color print of men, women
and children lifted up in the air, while below, there
were wrecked cars and empty houses, and other
people who remained behind. It was their belief
that this is what will occur in the end times known
as the Rapture. The smiling faces of my old friends
are long gone, but those loving folks, their simple
lives and that Rapture picture endure in my mind.
NOIL
This old timer lived a little way down Laurel
and was one of our nearest neighbors. He told
me tales that went way back before the virgin
timber was cut down. He said there were no vistas

because the giant trees blocked any views beyond
the clearing of his home farm and the unpaved
wagon road that later became U.S. Rt. 33.
“We went barefoot in the summer and wore
pieces of shoes in the winter. We only ate what
we could raise, shoot or trap,” he stated. They
also grew tobacco. “We hunted with old cap lock
home rifles. There was deer then, but they got shot
out and we didn’t have any for a long time.” His
mother wove cloth and made their clothes. Money
was not often seen until the railroad came when
the logging started. I remember Noil’s wife, Floda
(Flody), was a tiny wisp of a woman who sat on
the edge of the bed, rubbing powdered snuff in
their tiny gray asbestos shingled house. Her first
husband was killed when he was pinned between
two logging rail cars.
Noil had worked as a “wood hick” cutting
timber, wearing wool plaid Ritchie shirts and
pants and cleated “corks” leather logger boots.
He said that the railroad grade was dug by Italian
laborers fresh off the boat. The locals did not mix
with them and once ran some of the foreigners off

TYM 1104
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The New Beast on sale @
McConnellsburg Motor & Implement

THE RUGGED LINEUP OF MULE™ SIDE X SIDES
IS BUILT FOR THE LONG HAUL
RUGGED CAPABILITY
TO TACKLE THE TOUGHEST JOBS

BUILT TOUGH
TO STAND UP TO ANY CHALLENGE

TRACTORS

KAWASAKI STRONG
3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

BERKELEY SPRINGS

™
THE RUGGEDRIDERSVILLE
LINEUP OF MULE
SIDE X SIDES
CYCLE
IS BUILT304-258-1449
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www.ridersvillecycle.com

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this vehicle. Never
operate under the inﬂuence of drugs or alcohol. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki MULE™ side x side is an off- highway vehicle only, and is
not designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. Obey the laws and regulations that control the use of your
vehicle. ©2019 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.

BRIDGEPORT
LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS INC.
304-842-5469
www.leesonsarcticcat.com

Assembled in the U.S.A. badge does not apply to the MULE PRO-MX™ models. Accessorized unit shown.
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We have the best pricing on repairs
for any tractor make or model.
Trades Welcome
McConnellsburg Motor & Implement
875 Lincoln Way East • McConnellsburg, PA
(717) 485-3181

lylemm@earthlink.net • www.mcmoim.com

with rifle fire. On another occasion, some of Noil’s
cohorts sold the unsuspecting Italians a buzzard,
telling them it was a turkey and they cooked and
ate it, “making them mighty sick,” he related.
Above Whitmer is a spot on the Dry Fork called
and pronounced, “Little It-lee”, where some of
these men once lived.
When the Depression hit, the hard times
followed. Noil said you couldn’t find a ground
hog for miles around because they were all
dug up and eaten. He said you could hike into
the county seat at Elkins and get commodities,
which were carried in a gunny sack the long
way home over Cheat, Shavers and Middle
mountains.
But Noil had an alternative to working for
a dollar a day, when he could find a job—he
decided to make and sell moonshine whiskey.
He did hide the moonshine underground in
oak barrels that were charred inside. He took
pride in his shine and ran it through two or
three times additionally. He developed quite
a following for his product, including “some of
them big fellers from Elkins.”

Apparently Flody was to be put into a nursing
home and Noil became despondent, and ended
it all.
I was one of his pall bearers and we buried
him on the top of Middle Mountain, where he
was born and spent his life. From time to time,
I visit that tiny cemetery and see the white
headstone standing straight and overlooking
the mountaintops as far as the eye can see in all
directions. I think of Noil to this day!
In spite of how Noil’s life played out, these men
were role models for our family. They taught me it
took grit and staying power to eke out a life living
close to the land. I thank God that He enabled me
to do this. It is a legacy for all us to remember.
END
More stories of Mike Snyder appear in his online
eBook, Bury Me in West Virginia.

Someone from over the mountain in Job
turned him in for the reward, and Noil was
shipped off for a year to the federal penitentiary
in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. He learned the
blacksmith trade there and found life much
easier. Noil said with a chuckle, that he’d just
as soon stayed there if he hadn’t had a wife and
daughter back home. That’s because he ate three
regular meals a day, got to pitch horseshoes,
and roast pheasant eggs over the forge fire.
I saw a lot of Noil, and he became my best
friend outside of our church family. There were
many of his stories my boy and I listened too,
which flowed like water off his tongue and into
our listening ears. Stories that transported us
back in time to another world that had passed.
One day, Noil asked me to make a tombstone
for Flody and him, “about the size of my TV.” So
I did, out of white sand mortar mix reinforced
with steel rods. I took a chisel and carved in the
wet mortar the names of Noil and Floda and
their birth dates.
Sometime later, we went away on a trip
and on our return, received the heartbreaking
news that my old friend had taken his own life.
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Fast, Flavorful Meals When
You’re Short on Time

Quality meals don’t have to drain hours from your day; satisfying taste is possible in just minutes when you have a few
strategies that can help make meal prep easier and the results more enjoyable.
Eat better with veggies. If eating better is your goal, explore veggie-based recipes that are hearty and filled with nutrients and vitamins. This Brown and Wild Rice Bowl with Veggie Burger is perfect for a meatless Monday or any other day
when you need a fast, filling and flavorful meal in short order. If you don’t have veggie burgers at home, or simply prefer
a meat-based option, a cooked frozen beef patty is a good time-saving alternative.
Make simple swaps for variety. When you find a dish that’s easy and tasty, you may find yourself falling back on the
same thing again and again. Prevent taste bud boredom by mixing up your ingredients. You can transform a rice-based
recipe by changing up the veggies, cheese, dressing and other toppings. Try pickled jalapenos for spice. Add corn if you
like things sweet. Swap a creamy dressing with a zesty vinaigrette for fewer calories and a whole new taste.
Shop for convenience. Takeout may let you skip prep time completely, but you can easily make versions of many
favorite to-go meals at home in just a few minutes. This Beef and Broccoli Garlic Rice uses perfectly portioned Minute
Ready to Serve microwavable rice cups that help you put together a delicious lunch or dinner without measuring or overeating. Choosing products like portion-controlled rice and other ready-to-serve ingredients can help shave time off your
prep work.
Tempt your taste buds with more convenient meal ideas at minuterice.com.

Brown and Wild Rice Bowl with Veggie Burger
Prep time: 5 minutes
Servings: 1
1
1
1/2
1/2
2
2

cup Minute Ready to Serve Brown
and Wild Rice
precooked veggie burger patty
cup shredded lettuce
cup halved grape tomatoes
tablespoons shredded cheddar cheese
tablespoons ranch dressing

Prepare rice according to package directions.
Break veggie burger into large chunks and
place in small, microwave-safe bowl. Microwave on high 60-90 seconds, or until veggie
burger is heated through.
Toss together rice and veggie burger. Top with
lettuce, tomatoes and cheese. Drizzle with
ranch dressing.

24 West Virginia Farm Bureau News

Beef and Broccoli Garlic Rice
Prep time: 5 minutes
Servings: 1
1
1/2
1/2
2
3
3

cup Minute Ready to Serve Garlic
and Olive Oil Jasmine Rice
cup fresh broccoli florets
cup sliced red bell pepper
tablespoons diced water chestnuts
ounces cooked beef, sliced into strips
tablespoons teriyaki glaze
soy sauce (optional)

Heat rice according to package directions.
In large, microwave-safe bowl, combine
broccoli, bell pepper and water chestnuts.
Microwave on high 1 minute. Add beef and
microwave on high 1 minute.
Stir in glaze and rice. Top with soy sauce, if
desired.

Choosing the Right Onion

Choosing the right onion to bring out the right flavoring can be complicated if you don’t know much about onions.
Here’s what you need to know about using the right onion to make a dish turn out just as you’d hoped.

SWEET
ONION

BEST FOR
FRYING

RED
ONION

WHITE
ONION

BEST FOR CRUNCHIEST
EATING RAW & SHARPEST
ZING
USE FOR:

USE FOR:
ONION
GUACAMOLE
RINGS
PICKLED
GRATINGS
ONIONS
ROASTED
SALADS
VEGETABLES SANDWICHES

USE FOR:
CHITNEYS
SALSAS
STIR
FRYING

YELLOW
ONION

SHALLOT

COOKING
ONION

MILDER &
MORE
SUBTLE
USE FOR:
DRESSINGS
SALADS
GARNISHES

USE FOR:
SOUPS
STEWS
SAUCES
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SURVEY: HOW CAN FARM BUREAU HELP YOU?
What is your primary concern(s) or issue(s) in conducting
your farming operation in WV today?
Please fill out below and mail to:
					
					

West Virginia Farm Bureau, Inc.
Attn: FB Survey
62 Farm Bureau Rd, Buckhannon, WV 26201

Or reply your answer to:

Contactus@wvfarm.org

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
All entries will be put into a drawing for a $25.00 VISA gift card for those returned
to us by June 30, 2021.

GC1723EB TRACTOR

• LOADER, BACKHOE-60” & DRIVE OVER MOWER DECK
• 5-YEAR POWERTRAIN WARRANTY
• SKID STEER QA BUCKET
• 23 HORSEPOWER
• 3-CYLINDER DIESEL
• 4x4

Fork Ridge Rd • Glen Easton, WV
304-845-1525 or 304-686-2525
www.knightsfarmsupply.com
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Monthly Puzzles with a Few Words of Country Wisdom Tossed in fer Good Measure!
THEME: FICTIONAL FATHERS
ACROSS
1. Like Annapolis Academy
6. Pine juice
9. One in a manger
13. Like a good athlete
14. Modern address
15. Printer cartridge contents
16. Cate Blanchett’s movie “____ on
a Scandal”
17. 2nd largest living bird in world
18. U in UV
19. *Honoré de Balzac’s “Le Père ____”
21. *Nemo’s dad, named after a
sport fish
23. “____ of the morning!”
24. Seaside bird
25. Tax accounting specialist, acr.
28. Back of the neck
30. Chew the fat
35. Country dance formation
37. Greek goddess of fertility
39. Waterwheel
40. *Drunk and, incidentally, Huck
Finn’s Pap
41. Metallic sounding
43. Quite a stretch
44. Place to dry out
46. Like the White Rabbit
47. Dr. Robert Bruce Banner’s green
alter ego
48. Sun-____
50. Toothy wheel
52. Bad-mouth
53. Made a rug
55. Low-____ image
57. *Simba’s father in “The Lion King”
60. *Luke’s and Leia’s father
63. Golfer’s sun protection
64. Romanian monetary unit
66. Introverted one
68. Follow as a consequence
69. Pooh’s wise friend
70. Territory in China known as Las
Vegas of Asia
71. Young woman
72. *”That ‘70s Show” dad
73. One-room school house “notebook”

DOWN
1. A Bobbsey twin
2. Awestruck
3. *The Godfather’s given name
4. Heads-up
5. Wound
6. Cooking grease
7. Hammer holder?
8. D’Artagnan’s hat decoration
9. Weevil’s target
10. Not in favor of
11. Capital of Switzerland
12. Chapter in history
15. As opposed to turn-off
20. 1960s abstractionism
22. Rainbow shape
24. Like ones between 13 and 19
years old
25. *Griswold family patriarch
26. Mushroom caps
27. Egyptian symbol of life, pl.
29. *Jay is to Claire as ____ is to
Haley
31. Flood survivor
32. Father of psychoanalysis Sigmund
33. Garlicky mayonnaise
34. *Both father in “Mary Poppins”
and father in “Father of the Bride”
36. Unfledged hawk
38. Casino chip
42. Pine
45. ____ of dog!
49. “I ____” at the altar
51. Middle Earth and Kingdom of the
North, e.g.
54. Courage in the face of danger
56. Smokeless tobacco brand
57. Short skirt
58. It was Brezhnev’s domain
59. Unplayable baseball
60. Old in Scottish
61. Cuzco valley empire
62. Straight pour from the bottle
63. Chill in front of TV, with ‘out’
65. Ovine mom
67. Beluga yield

CoW Cud...

Did you know? Abraham Lincoln created the US Department
of Agriculture in 1862. At that time 90 out of every 100
Americans were farmers. Today that number has shrunk to
just 2 out of every 100 Americans.
What did the cow say to the cheese? “I AM YOUR FATHER”
How did the farmer find his lost cow? He TRACTOR down!

CROSSWORD

What are cow knees called? Burger Joints!
Did you know? Dogs sense of smell is about 100,000 times
stronger than humans, however, they only have 1/6 our
number of taste buds.
Did you know? Cows have a memory span of about 3 years.
April 2021 Solution

Land
Sales
Success
Builtbyby
Land
Sales
Success –– Built
thethe
AcreAcre
Land Sales Success – Built by the Acre

WE ARE #1 IN LAND AND FARMS SALES IN WV!
Richard Grist, Broker at Foxfire Realty, invites you to visit our website, FoxfireNation.com,
to see why we are the leader in land and farm sales in West Virginia.
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to see why we are the leader in land and farm sales in West Virginia.
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