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Messages 

General Scope 
 

 The “waters of the U.S.” proposed rule 
is an end-run around Congress and two 
Supreme Court rulings. 

 The proposed rule would significantly 
expand the scope of “navigable 
waters” subject to Clean Water Act 
jurisdiction by regulating small and 
remote “waters”—many of which are 
not even wet or considered “waters” 
under any common understanding of 
that word.  

 Congress, not federal agencies, writes 
the laws of the land. When Congress 
wrote the Clean Water Act, it clearly 
wrote that the law applied to navigable 
waters. Is a small ditch navigable? Is a 
stock pond navigable? Is a puddle in 
your back yard navigable?  

Impacts on agriculture 
 

 Because of the proposed rule, farmers, 
ranchers and other landowners will 
face a tremendous roadblock to 
ordinary land-use activities, from 
building a fence to spraying for or 
pulling weeds and insect control. 

 By increasing federal jurisdiction over 
lands (by calling them “waters of the 
U.S.”), the rule would establish federal 
veto power over farming and other 
land uses. 

 There is no legal right to a Clean Water 
Act discharge permit. EPA will have 
ultimate control to deny a permit and 
restrict a farmer’s ability to farm. 

 The proposed rule is nothing short of a 
license for EPA, the Corps and NRCS to 
dictate and micromanage land-use 
across the country.  

Exemptions 
 

 The exemptions EPA and USDA claim 
will protect farmers only apply to long-
standing operations, not new or 
expanded farms. 

 The exemptions don’t cover weed 
control, fertilizer use and other 
common farm practices. 

 The exemptions have existed for years 
but have been narrowed by EPA 
guidance issued simultaneously with 
the proposed rule. 

 Just as it did with this new guidance, 
EPA can further narrow the 
exemptions at the drop of a hat. 
Farmers can’t depend on them. 

Other Points 
 

 EPA and the Corps are manipulating 
science and using flawed economics to 
expand federal regulatory jurisdiction 
while grossly understating the cost of 
that expansion.  

 EPA and the Corps have said the 
WOTUS rule provides clarity and 
certainty. The only thing that is clear 
and certain is that, under this rule, it 
will be more difficult to farm and 
ranch, build homes or make changes to 
the land—even if the changes would 
benefit the environment. 
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Social Media Messages 

 

@EPA-Congress, not federal agencies, makes the laws. 
#DitchTheRule #WOTUS 

 

Ditches & puddles are not navigable. @EPA should 
#StayOutOfMyDitch! #DitchTheRule 

 

The @EPA #WOTUS rule gives the fed gov control 

over all farming & land use. #DitchTheRule 

#StayOutOfMyDitch 

 

The only thing clarified by the #WOTUS rule is @EPA 

would regulate almost every drop of water. 

#DitchTheRule #StayOutOfMyDitch 

 

The @EPA #WOTUS rule would regulate land use 

without cleaner lakes & rivers. #DitchTheRule  

 

 

 

  










